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Pastor’s Message

One of the greatest gifts our children
gave to me when they were young was to
say, “Daddy, tell us a story.” My love of
weaving a great tale, fact or fiction, would
burn brightly within me as | would take
Megan and Stephen on a narrative journey.
All of us have a story within us — it is our
faith story, the tale of how God, through
events and people, touched our lives,
birthing and nourishing within us the gift
of believing in Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Savior. During the season of Lent, which
begins on February 6 with our observance
of Ash Wednesday, and following the
theme of “I Love To Tell The Story”, we will
be gifted with the sharing of faith stories.
At our Wednesday noon services, held in
the chapel, and followed by lunch, those
stories will be shared by our fellow LCOS
member-disciples. Our Wednesday evening
services will be joint worship experiences
with St. Paul Lutheran Church, on Wayne
Avenue, and faith stories will be shared by
member-disciples from both faith
communities (see page 6 for the Lenten
Worship schedule). Our order of worship
will be Holden Evening Prayer, a
contemplative worship liturgy, and dinners

will be served only on Ash Wednesday and
Maundy Thursday.

Hearing others share their faith stories
puts us in touch with our own faith
journeys, and the stories we carry within
us of our own faith development. | hope
you will make attending Wednesday
Lenten services a priority in your lives
these next two months. The stories you
hear may help you to deepen your
relationship with God, and enrich your
own faith story.

In Christ’s peace,
Gary
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WORSHIP NOTES

“Fphhreg®

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Saturday, 5:30 p.m. - Sanctuary
Sunday, 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. - Sanctuary

WORSHIP THEMES

Transfiguration of Our Lord (February 3)

Today'’s festival is a bridge between the
Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that
comes to a close today and the Lent-Easter
cycle that begins in several days. On the
mount of transfiguration Jesus is revealed as
God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his
baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as
Jesus faces his impending death in
Jerusalem.

We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our
yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter.
Some churches put aside the alleluia at the
conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy
will be omitted during the penitential season of
Lent and will be sung again at Easter.

First Sunday in Lent (February 10)

Today’s gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation
in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the
basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early
church Lent was a time of intense
preparation for those to be baptized at the
Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the
meaning of faith is at the heart of our
Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of
Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive
the bread of life to nourish us for the days
ahead.

Second Sunday in Lent (February 17)

During Lent we journey with all those
around the world who will be baptized at
the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells
Nicodemus that he must be born of water
and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new
birth as daughters and sons of God. As God
made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism
God promises to raise us up with Christ to
new life. From worship we are sent forth to
proclaim God’s love for the all the world.

Third Sunday in Lent (February 24)

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman
asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst
for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of
God’s grace flowing from the waters of
baptism. The early church used this gospel
and those of the next two Sundays to
deepen baptismal reflection during the final
days of preparation before baptism at
Easter. As we journey to the resurrection
feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath,
and meal - offering us the life-giving water
of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

STAFF EMAIL

* GARY - gwe@oursaviordayton.org

= TERRI - teb@oursaviordayton.org

< DON - hartmansandon@shbcglobal.net
< DONNA - kgorell@ameritech.net

e GINGER - dminneman@woh.rr.com

* RACHEL - ras@oursaviordayton.org

e CELESTE - CMZimmer38@aol.com

e ELIZABETH - musicmusic@woh.rr.com
« DICK - ralbf@aol.com

OFFICE HOURS (Mon. - Fri.):
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon / 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.




Council Update

The first meeting of year started off with
Pastor Eichhorn leading the members in a
moment of silence so the members could
collect our thoughts, slow down and
prepare ourselves to do Gods work. Pastor
lead the members in the reading of Psalm
27:1,4-9.

Council then welcomed the four new
members to council; Nancy Henry, Sonia
Davila, Michelle Jackson-Haun and Wes
Boord.

Second order of business was to elect the
nominations for Chair of Council; Doug
Hammer, Chair Elect; Jim Worley and
Secretary; Sue Longo. A vote was taken and
the council approved these new leaders.

Donna Gorrell, our financial secretary
gave her year-end report. It was noted that
undesignated offering were up $58,082 over
last year. Don Hartman gave his year-end
report and was pleased to announce we
ended the year in the black with $18,684.95
surplus, or just $612.00 under our 2007
budget of $508,800. Don Hartman asked
for council’s approval to be able to prepay
at his discretion on the HVAC loan when
extra funds were available. Council voted
and approved his request.

The major item on the agenda was
reviewing and approving the budget to
present to the members at our annual
congregational meeting. Dave Dickerson
from Finance committee presented the
budget that had been worked on by council
over the last couple of months. After a
lively discussion and spirited debate,
council finalized and approved a balanced

budget for 2008. A copy of the budget will
be mailed out to all members. Copies of the
budget will also be available in the church
office and at the meeting. Remember the
February 3 annual meeting will be a catered
luncheon; you will not have to bring a side
dish. I encourage all members to attend.

Nancy Henry, one of our new council
members and who serves on the
Benevolence committee, brought up the
request from Christ Lutheran Church for
$8,000. This request is broken down to
$5,000 for pastoral salary which
benevolence approved. The other three
thousand dollars are requested for
computer upgrade, meal program and after
school boy’s ministry. Council agreed these
were a good use of the funds and approved
bringing this item up at the February 3
meeting for congregational vote.

Jim Worley reminded council of the first
Evangelism social event, “Hearts for the
Lord’s Will” on January 27, 2008.

Property committee advised us that work
has begun on the restoration of the
windows and wood above the back doors to
the parish house.

Pastor Eichhorn brought to council
attention that Trinity Lutheran Seminary has
a student requesting a local internship.
LCOS has had interns in the past and
council felt we should consider it in the
future. Internships normally start in the fall
and run for one year.

Your council chair,
Doug Hammer
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

VBS 2008 - Rainforest Adventure

August 4-8

Register your child or volunteer today at
http://toolkit.thevbsplace.org/OurSaviorDayton
OHVBS

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL

Thank you to all the teachers and
monitors who met in January to give
feedback, share ideas, fellowship and plan.
Our church is very blessed to have so many
volunteers help teach and lead classes.

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS

Devotionals are available for all adults,
youth, children and families. Most of these
will be given out during Sunday Church
School on February 3. Devotionals for adults
will be available that day in the narthex and
at the annual meeting.

WEEKEND

Sunday, February 3
is “Souper Bowl”
= Weekend at Our
Savior. We plan to
help the New Hope Food Pantry with lots of
good hearty soups to warm the tummies of
those in need. Bring your donations of
soup in any nonperishable form, crackers or
other “go-with-soup” items to services and
place them in the cart in the narthex.

BAPTISMAL

BIRTHDAYS

Why do we celebrate
Baptismal Birthdays?
While it’s easy in our
culture to remember

_|
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our biological "~..""~. /
birthday, it seems we & >
forget about another

very important day. The day God called us
as his/her children! We are blessed with
forgiveness and eternal life, as well as given
special gifts to use in sharing God'’s love
with others. This month we rejoice and
celebrate with:

Sarah Ansteatt 2-26

Aiden Johantges 2-19

Lucia Johantges 2-19

Ryan Kugel 2-23

lan Munn 2-26

Please take a moment to encourage these
children of God in their faith by dropping
them a note in the mail or sharing an
encouraging word in person.

Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Rev. Gary Eichhorn, Pastor

Terri Balsom, Office Manager

Don Hartman, Treasurer

Donna Gorrell, Financial Secretary

Ginger Minneman, Music Director

Rachel Spry, Family Ministries Coordinator,
Organist

Celeste Hoerner, Youth Ministry Coordinator,
Children’s Choir

Elizabeth Beal, Sonshine Choir

Richard Freudenberger, Handbell Choir

Doug Hammer, Council President

Rev. Robert A. Willauer, Pastor Emeritus




Youth Group News

The youth group’s attention has turned
full force to our fund-raising efforts for our
trip to the Dominican Republic. We are
challenged by the task of raising $2,000 per
month until we leave in July. There isa
bottle in the Narthex that we hope to fill
with quarters. Please save your change for
us. It adds up. Aswe earn money we can
watch our thermometer rise towards our
goal. Anna Harbaugh made a poster which
you can see in the Narthex indicating how
much money we have and how far we have
togo.

The youth are willing, and in fact anxious
to rent themselves out. We already have a
member of the congregation who is going
to pay each youth group member who helps
him for a day $100 towards their trip. Can
you put us to work? None of us are afraid
of hard work. If you can use some help for
a day or a half day, or even a few hours
please let Celeste know or call the office.

In March we are having a St. Paddy’s Day
brunch on the 16th. Put it on your calendar
now, you won't want to miss it. Other fund-
raisers you can watch for include a Kids
Craft Day for moms and their little ones.
Moms you don't have to do a thing. We will
entertain your children with crafts while
you relax, chat and enjoy coffee and

cookies. More info on that soon. We will
also be hosting a L.A.N. party for junior and
senior high school students. There will be
an entry fee which will include all the
games you can play, as well as a ticket for
soft drinks and snacks. Watch your mail for
details.

If you have some great fund-raising ideas
please let us know. Better yet, if you are a
youth group member come to our next
lunch meeting which will be February 10
following the second service.

Celeste Hoerner
298-6811 or 626-5351

Thank you Vicki Auditore for leading us in
2007! Five families met with Pastor Gary
and Rachel Spry to plan events for 2008
over lunch on January 20. Our co-
coordinators for 2008 are Che Brewer-Coon
and Jan Swedlund. Thank you Che & Jan!

On Sunday, February 24, we will go to
Vandalia’s beautiful new indoor swimming
facility. It has “beach entry”, lots of spilling
sculptures that you can manipulate yourself,
a frog’s tongue toddler slide, and an oval
“lazy river” for older kids that whips you
around and around and around ... mark
your calendars! Details to come.



= MIDWEEK

9 \ _ LENTEN

= e EVENING
R WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

This year, our

Wednesday

midweek
evening service schedule includes some
changes from past years. The noon services
will all be held in the LCOS chapel, followed
by a simple lunch in the fellowship hall.
Below is a schedule of the evening services
during Lent, which will be shared with St.
Paul Lutheran Church on Wayne Avenue:

February 6 (Ash Wednesday) @ LCOS

6:00 p.m. dinner - fellowship hall

7:00 p.m. worship (sanctuary)
February 13 @ St. Paul

6:00 p.m. fellowship time

(refreshments — narthex)

6:30 p.m. worship (sanctuary)
February 20 @ LCOS

6:00 p.m. fellowship time

(refreshments — narthex)

6:30 p.m. worship (sanctuary)
February 27 @ St. Paul

6:00 p.m. fellowship time

(refreshments — narthex)

6:30 p.m. worship (sanctuary)
March 5 @ LCOS

6:00 p.m. fellowship time

(refreshments — narthex)

6:30 p.m. worship (sanctuary)
March 12 @ St. Paul

6:00 p.m. fellowship time

(refreshments — narthex)

6:30 p.m. worship (sanctuary)

March 20 (Maundy Thursday) @ St. Paul
6:00 p.m. dinner — fellowship hall
7:00 p.m. worship (sanctuary)
March 21 (Good Friday) @ LCOS
7:00 p.m. worship (sanctuary)

=1

LENTEN WORSHIP
TRANSPORTATION

If you do not like to drive after dark, we
will be glad to provide transportation for
you to the evening Lenten services, both at
LCOS and St. Paul — just call the church
office and ask to be placed on the list. You
will be called by your “driver” prior to being
picked up. And for those driving to St. Paul,
the congregation has plenty of well-lighted
parking. We suggest carpooling from the
LCOS parking lot. Direction sheets are
available in the office and narthex.
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Welca News

Women Enthusiastically Living Christian Actions

February may bring us our coldest Winter
weather and for sure it will bring us our
warmest feelings of LOVE. Sunday, February
3 starts the month off with our annual
congregational meeting, following worship
at 11:45 a.m. Lunch will be provided and
with love for the good of our church we will
learn of the plans for LCOS and have an
opportunity to voice our opinion. Be there!
Wednesday, February 6 is Ash Wednesday. A
meal at 6:00 p.m. followed by worship at
7:00 p.m. With love in our hearts we will
start our journey through Lent. In this issue
of the VOICE you will be able to mark your
calendars for the mid-week services.

Virginia Foell is our floating chairman
until the end of April. There will be a
WELCA board meeting on Monday, February
25 at the church at 1:00 p.m. and we do
welcome visitors. We are interested in
forming another evening group, maybe a
special interest group, we are open for
suggestions. Call Ginny at 298-4987.

WELCA usually furnishes the cakes at the
Bethany birthday party this month, but this
year we did it last month. Each circle
furnished two cakes, which we help to serve
to them.

Remember the Altar Guild can use more
help to continuously maintain our beautiful
altar. We are fortunate to have a very
dedicated and talented choir directed by
Ginger Minneman, the best director we
could possibly have. If you like to sing and
want to praise God in song, give Ginger a
call 586-6649.

From the Lutheran Woman magazine
comes this Valentine verse: “Valentines are
messages, affectionate and dear, lines of warm
remembrance, envoys of good cheer. Thanks for
being you, | wish you every happiness, now and
all year through.”

Valentines’ Day leads many to the florist,
jewelry store, candy store or most of all the
card shop, so they can send their feelings to
someone they love. God sends Jesus.

See you in church.

Shirley Coen

FEBRUARY MEETINGS

= Monday, February 4 - 1:00 p.m.
Margaret Brown, 4318 Overland Trail

= \Wednesday, February 13 - 10:00 a.m.
Sue Longo, 2705 Corlington Dr.

= \Wednesday, February 27 - Evening,
contact Sonia Davila, 299-6269 for time and
place.

Joy Group

The February JOY Group meeting of the
Lutheran Church of Our Savior will be on
Wednesday, February 20 at 1:30 p.m.
following the noon-day Lenten Service and
luncheon at our church. The program will be
given by Donna Reece, soprano,
accompanied by Wilma Meckstroth in the
Meeting Room of the Parish House. The
songs will be “Music composed between
the wars” (the 1920’s, 30’s and 40Q’s) - all
those wonderful tunes everybody loves.

Hosts are Wilma and Bob Meckstroth
(434-5033) e-mail: Rcmeck@aol.com.



HEALTH
MINISTRY
NEWS

In my work with couples who are planning
to celebrate their marriage at Lutheran
Church of Our Savior, one of the things we
talk about is the myth of a healthy marriage
being a 50-50 proposition between a man
and a woman. That only leads to “list-
making”, keeping track of what the other
person is or isn't doing that is in her/his half
of the relationship. And, we all know that
this type of list-making only leads to hurt
feelings, disillusionment, anger and
frustration when we discover that we are
doing more than our “fair share”. Rather,
the model we lift up is that which was
championed by Jesus — giving 100% without
keeping track of what the other does. That
is the mark of God’s love, and is how we are
called to relate to one another.

In other words, we are called to be
engaged in random acts of kindness, not in
“paying back” someone for what they have
done for us, but purely as a gesture of
Christian love, without any expectation of
receiving something in return. Just to help
another, because that’s God’s call to us.

Helping others with no strings attached is
a tremendously liberating experience. No
waiting for a thank you, no waiting for a
“pay back”, no frustration and anger if our
acts are not reciprocated. Helping others in
Christian love means we are able to live as
we were created to live. And when we can
do that, our lives become much more
meaningful, and we definitely have more
fun, and are more fun to be around!

Gary Eichhorn

FREE CONFIDENTIAL BLOOD
PRESSURE SCREENINGS

Blood Pressure screenings are offered the
second weekend of each month. The next
screenings will take place on February 9-10
after all the worship services.

SR. HIGH YOUTH MISSION TRIP

This summer, the senior high youth are
planning to share their God-given talents
and gifts with the 150 children and youth
who live in the Christian orphanage
Nuestros Pequenos Hermanos (NPH), in the
Dominican Republic. Shelly Fulcher, one of
the LCOS adults who voluntarily works with
our youth, has an uncle who serves as a
missionary on this island nation in the
Caribbean, and his connection with NPH
piqued the interest of our youth. NPH is
located in the San Pedro de Macoris
province, on the southeast coast of the
island. While at the orphanage, our youth
will be doing some light construction work,
as well as working with the children. So as
to not tax NPH’s resources, our youth will
be housed off-site, but staff at the
orphanage will provide transportation.

Over the years, our youth have shared
their gifts with others on mission trips to
the Appalachian areas of New England and
West Virginia, inner-city Chicago, northern
Ohio, and even rehabbing the home of an
LCOS member. After attending last
summer’s ELCA Global Mission Event, in
Columbus, Ohio, our youth were inspired to
“think globally” in their efforts to serve
God’s people. As they work to raise the
money for this mission trip, you are invited
to support these young “missionaries” with
your donations and your prayers.



Stewardship

TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF
OPERATING FUND STATUS

January 2008 (as of Jan. 19)

Offerings (against budget): $12,444.14
Foundation (against budget): 0.00
Other collections (non-budget):
Social Ministry: 320.00
Memorials: 0.00
HVAC Project: 1,150.00
Special Projects: 177.35
Expenses: $20,327.24
(Receipts - Expenses) -$6,701.35
2007 Totals for the Year
YTD collections (against budget): $400,760.57
Foundation (against budget):  $124,572.32
YTD non-budget collections:
Social Ministry: 23,256.66
Memorials: 585.00

HVAC Project income (‘06&’07): 159,207.06
Special Projects: 8,113.69
Scholarships/local benevolences 5,233.76

2007 Expenses: $506,647.94
Balance (rcpts-expenses): $18,684.95
HVAC expenses (‘06 & '07): $587,408.56
Current HVAC Loan $480,000.00
Submitted by Don Hartman
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CREDIT CARD OPTION FOR
WEEKLY GIVING

Some of our congregation members have
expressed interest in a credit card option
for making their offerings to the church.
Using a credit card to make a financial
contribution is now an option at Lutheran
Church of Our Savior. The Simply Giving
Program has been expanded and allows you
to make your offering one of two ways: a)
have offerings debited directly from your
bank accounts as you do other monthly
drafts or b) have offerings charged to your
credit card. All you need to do is fill out a
simple authorization form specifying the
amount and frequency of offering. You can
also direct offerings to different funds if
desired. For more information, please
contact Donna Gorrell at 258-1426.

MEIJER COMMUNITY REWARDS
PROGRAM

If you shop at Meijer you can earn money
for our Social Ministry and Youth Programs
by joining and participating in the Meijer
Community Rewards Program. Present your
card each time you make a purchase.
Reward checks are sent to the church. Join
on-line at Meijer.com/rewards or pick up an
application in the Narthex. The organization
number is 974867. Refer questions to Ray
Strohminger, 299-5031.




Remember in Prayer

When we pray for others, we lift them to God, seeking God’s grace and blessing in their individual
situations. When we ask others to pray for us, we honor them with our trust.

MEMBERS

Judy Ault Bryan Griffin
Dorothy Belleman Bob Haman

Don Cox Harley Homan

Al Davis Florence Houpt
Edith Ellis Lucille Loudenslager

FAMILY & FRIENDS

Colte Acord, friend of Celeste and Brian Hoerner
Clarke Anstaett, Don’s father

Mark Balsom, Terri’s brother-in-law

Livvy Boggs, Kim Beckett’s neighbor

Barbie Conlin, Laurie Harper’s sister

Nelda Davis, Jackie Dawson’s cousin

Helen Dooley, Vicki Willis" mother

Lendl Doty, friend of the congregation

Dick Elsberry, brother-in-law of Ron Iverson
Brandon Emmons, grandson of a friend of Jim Uphoff
Epiphany Lutheran Church at Springboro, our prayer partners
Morgan Gross, Lee and Sandy Scamp’s son-in-law
Kamal Hanna, Phil’s father

Hugo Martens, Sue Martinez’s uncle

Sarah McClure, friend of Rita Boord

Kathy Owens and family, co-worker of Kim Buechele
Bevy Jo Parker, co-worker of Kim Buechele

Laurie Paynes, friend of Lois Smith

Dixie Polen, Steve Harper’s aunt

Gary Poteat, Eric Snead’s uncle

Mike Pratt, friend of the congregation

Anson & Finley McFarland
Loren Metzler

Hema Rajaratnam

Jack & Wilma Somers
Dorothy Zinkiewicz

Sherry Snow, friend of Ginger Minneman
Barbara Spry, Rachel’s mother

Pauline Thorn, Johanna Snead’s grandmother = Bill & Shirley Coen

Bill Thum, Mary Kaye Rhoades’ brother = Cay & Andrew Deckard

Stephen Thunell, Helen Stager’s brother = Terry, Sue, Matthew and
Anna Harbaugh

Families of the Month:
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Mission Statement
To foster a vibrant, visible community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Vision Statement
To continue to grow spiritually and physically as a community of
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and to make a difference in the larger

community.




