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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR

The

 VOICE of Our Savior

Pastor’s Message

(Jesus) was praying in a certain place, and
when he ceased, one of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught
his disciples.” (Luke 11:1)

I believe there is a yearning within each
of us to be connected with something/
someone greater than ourselves; to know
that we are not in this thing called life all
by ourselves; to be assured that we matter,
that we count for something, that we are
loved. Prayer is one such gift from God
through which we discover our connection
to the Lord, and through that connection,
discover that, indeed, we are not alone,
that we belong. Throughout the season of
Lent this year, you are invited to be
engaged in the study of God’s Word,
particularly a study of the Lord’s Prayer.
You have opportunities every day in
reading Scripture and each week at noon
on Wednesdays as we gather for mid-week
Lenten worship / study in our chapel; this
will be a time to dialogue with others
about prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. But,
you also have another opportunity to
engage others in dialogue, especially if you

cannot attend the noon
gatherings. Check out
the on-line discussion group for our
congregation at: http://bookoffaith.ning.com/
group/lutheranchurchofoursaviordayton. There
are copies of the Book of Faith 40-Day Lenten
Journey in the church office. Pick up a copy.
I invite you to join in the study/discussions
at church or on line. But, more importantly,
reserve some time each day to engage God
in prayer!

Yours, in Christ,
Gary
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:30 p.m. - Chapel
Sunday, 8:15 and 10:30 a.m. - Sanctuary

WORSHIP NOTES

WORSHIP THEMES
March 1, First Sunday in Lent
On Ash Wednesday the church began its

journey toward baptismal immersion in the
death and resurrection of Christ. This year,
the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five
covenants God makes in the Hebrew
Scriptures  and to use them as lenses
through which to view baptism. First Peter
connects the way God saved Noah’s family
in the flood with the way God saves us
through the water of baptism. The
baptismal covenant is made with us
individually, but the new life we are given in
baptism is for the sake of the whole world.

March 8, Second Sunday in Lent
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten

readings is the one made with Abraham and
Sarah: God’s promise to make them the
ancestors of many, with whom God will
remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says
this promise comes to all who share
Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life
into being where there was no life. We
receive this baptismal promise of
resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham
receive new names as a sign of the
covenant, and we too get new identities in
baptism, as we put on Christ.

March 15, Third Sunday in Lent
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten

readings is the central one of Israel’s
history: the gift of the law to those God
freed from slavery. The ten commandments
are one of the chief parts of Luther’s
catechism, a core piece of baptismal
instruction. They begin with the statement
that because God alone has freed us from
the powers that oppressed us, we are to let
nothing else claim first place in our lives.
When Jesus throws the merchants out of the
temple, he is defending the worship of God
alone and rejecting the ways commerce and
profit-making can become our gods.

March 22, Fourth Sunday in Lent
The fourth of the Old Testament promises

providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the
promise God makes to Moses: those who
look on the bronze serpent will live. In
today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up
on the cross like the serpent, so that those
who look to him in faith will live. When we
receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that
cross becomes the sign we can look to in
faith, for healing, for restored relationship
to God, for hope when we are dying.

March 29, Fifth Sunday in Lent
God promises Jeremiah that a “new

covenant” will be made in the future: a
covenant that will allow all the people to
know God by heart. The church sees this
promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all
people to himself when he is lifted up on
the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us
to God’s heart through Christ and draws
God’s light and truth into our hearts. We
see God’s heart most clearly in the way
Jesus shares human suffering, in an agony
both the John and Hebrews readings
describe.
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Council UCouncil UCouncil UCouncil UCouncil Updatpdatpdatpdatpdateeeee

Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Rev. Gary Eichhorn, Pastor
Terri Balsom, Office Manager
Don Hartman, Treasurer
Donna Gorrell, Financial Secretary
Ginger Minneman, Music Director
Rachel Spry Lammi, Family Ministries

Coordinator, Organist
Celeste Hoerner, Youth Ministry Coordinator,

Children’s Choir
Elizabeth Beal, Sonshine Choir
Richard Freudenberger, Handbell Choir
Jim Worley, Council President
Rev. Robert A. Willauer, Pastor Emeritus

Our February meeting began with a short
discussion on a book given to each council
member from our pastor.  The book is
titled, The Corporate Person, and Pastor
Eichhorn reviewed the first chapter with us.
Afterward, Pastor Eichhorn lead us in
prayer.  We approved the January minutes in
normal fashion.  Donna Gorrell and Don
Hartman presented the financial statements
and they reported that our church is
financially secure.  In our pastors report he
made a special announcement for Ash
Wednesday.  During this Lenten worship
season he encourages all of us to join in and
make this an important part in our weekly
schedule.  All church members with second
year college students will be receiving a
letter with information on how to apply for
scholarship money from the church.  We
have a new pamphlet for visitors to enjoy
and learn about our church.  I invite
everyone to browse our web sight on the
Internet.

- Jim Worley

“GROCERY BAG” WEEKEND FOR
NEW HOPE FOOD PANTRY

The response to “Souper Bowl Sunday”
was wonderful! Our pantry bulged with
soup - over 600 items - to stock the shelves
at New Hope! Many thanks to all who
contributed. There were many good warm
meals provided.

Unfortunately, the need continues. On
March 14 & 15 we will have the director of
the New Hope Food Pantry speak to us
about that need and how the Pantry seeks
to meet it. Your Social Ministry committee
will provide a
new opportunity
to help fill the
shelves for the
hungry in our
community. Be
sure to pick up
your grocery bag
and be a part of
this important
outreach.

WE CARE ARTS AUCTION
“Racing toward INDYpendence” is the

theme for this year’s We Care Arts Auction.
You won’t want to miss all the fun! We Care
Arts’ mission is Changing Disabilities into
Possibilities through Art. The Auction will be
held at the Taj Ma Garaj on Friday, March
27, beginning at 6:00 p.m. Call Terry
Schalnat at the We Care Arts office ((252-
3937) to make your reservations – this
event was a sell-out last year!
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STAFF EMAIL
• GARY - gwe@oursaviordayton.org
• TERRI - teb@oursaviordayton.org
• DON - hartmansandon@sbcglobal.net
• DONNA - kgorell@ameritech.net
• GINGER - dminneman@woh.rr.com
• RACHEL - ras@oursaviordayton.org
• CELESTE - CMZimmer38@aol.com
• ELIZABETH - musicmusic@woh.rr.com
• DICK - ralbf@aol.com

OFFICE HOURS (Mon. - Fri.):
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon / 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Noon Services at LCOS
Lent 1 (3/4)  “What’s in a Name?”
Lent 2 (3/11)  “Rye, Whole Wheat, Sour
Dough”
Lent 3 (3/18)  “An Eye for an Eye”
Lent 4 (3/25) “The Devil Made Me Do It”
Lent 5 (4/1)  “Raisin’ the Roof!”

Shared Evening Services at LCOS
and St. Paul’s
Lent 1 (3/4) 6:00 p.m., at LCOS  “Do You
Want the Wax Job?”
Lent 2 (3/11), 6:00 p.m., at SP “Why You
Should Never Own Rental Property”
Lent 3 (3/18) 6:00 p.m., at LCOS  “Is That All
You’re Gonna Give Us?”
Lent 4 (3/25) 6:00 p.m., at SP  “Change Your
Oil Every 3000 Miles”
Lent 5 (4/1) 6:00 p.m., at LCOS  “This Prayer
Stuff is Highly Overrated Blah, Blah, Blah”
Maundy Thursday, 7:00 p.m., at LCOS (no
meal)
Good Friday, 7:00 p.m., at SP (no meal)

REBUILDING TOGETHER
Every year in April, people come together

from all over the Miami Valley to help rehab
homes in the city of Dayton, enabling the
residents to safely stay in their homes. This
special event is called Rebuilding Together-
Dayton, and it occurs on the last Saturday of
April. Next month, this annual outreach
project will be held on Saturday, April 25.
Our confirmation youth and youth group
will be participating, as will youth and
adults from other Lutheran congregations.
But this is not just a Lutheran endeavor, as
people from a wide variety of
congregations, work places, and other
organizations band together
to make a difference in our
city. There are jobs for
everyone – painting,
carpentry, roofing, yard
work, and so much more.
Please save this date and
plan to lend a hand.
More details will be
provided in the April Voice.

CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS!
Daylight Savings Time starts early this

year. SUNDAY, MARCH 8 is the day.
Remember to change your clocks so you
won’t be late for worship!



- 5 -

GREETINGS FROM JEREMIAH’S
LETTER!

God is doing amazing work through
Jeremiah’s Letter.  We are blessed to have
hard-working volunteers on our staff who
help organize and perform all sorts of
ministry needs.  Most recently our website
has been updated.  Check it out at http://
jeremiahsletter.com.

A new season brings new needs for the
people that we serve.  At this time we are in
urgent need of towels and washcloths of all
sizes and conditions.  Our food pantry is
also in need of canned meats and
vegetables as well as pasta items (noodles,
sauce, macaroni and cheese, etc.).

The annual Fish Fry sponsored by Faith
Lutheran Church has been set for Saturday,
March 21 from 5 to 8 p.m.  Tickets are $10
at the door and $9 in advance, and
proceeds will go to benefit Jeremiah’s
Letter.  Last year was a great experience.
We hope you will join us and make this year
a great success.  To purchase tickets,
contact Marty Mueller at 252-7070.

Thank you for your on-going prayerful
support of Jeremiah’s Letter.  May God
continue to bless his work in the Dayton
area.

- Terry Bruns

LORD’S PRAYER FOCUS IN LENT
You can still join in the discussion:
@ our Wednesday Noon Lenten Worship
@ 9:15am on Sundays in the narthex

lounge
@ Online discussion group for Lutheran

Church of Our Savior Members
http://bookoffaith.ning.com/group/

lutheranchurchofoursaviordayton
Need a book? A few copies are still

available in the church office.
The Book of Faith 40-Day Lenten Journey

is a devotional resource connecting forty
personal daily readings and weekly worship
with the study of Scripture. The forty
devotional readings included are structured
around the seven petitions of The Lord's
Prayer.

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS
Please take time to call

or drop a kind note to
our youth celebrating
their baptisms this
month.

Lucas Maschino 3-23
Meredith Snead 3-14

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL 2009

Calling all Volunteers!
Do you like to work with

kids?  We need your help!
Do you enjoy drawing,

painting, or creating things with your hands?
You can help!

Do you like to sing?  We need your voice!
How do you share your time and gifts?
Contact Sonia Davila (439-4673) or Rachel

Lammi (293-1147 or ras@oursaviordayton.org).
Visit the VBS table coming to a narthex

near you.
Save the Date!
June 22-26, 5:30 – 8:15 pm
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Congratulations to Sammi & Vicki
Auditore for great performances in The King
and I.

• March 13 - 14
Overnight on Friday at church led by

Pastor Gary
This is a service project event for the

church. Bring sleeping bags, snacks to share,
games to play. Gather at 7:00 p.m. to
complete a special project for the church,
and then we will play some games, and
enjoy some snacks around the parish house
fire place. Breakfast will be served on
Saturday morning.

EASTER EGG HUNT
April 4, 4:00 p.m.

Don’t forget to bring your basket!

Hello,
We had a great turn out for our February

lunch meeting. We also got a lot done. We
are working on local community service
projects this year, with the aim of tracking
how many volunteer hours we accumulate
as a group. At lunch we discussed a number
of possible projects. It is exciting to see
how energetic and civic minded our youth
are. The following is just a partial list of the
many things we discussed at lunch. Watch
your mailbox and email for further details.

Upcoming Events:
• March 8 - Youth Lunch @ Marions Pizza
• March 21 - Urban Krag rock climbing

(bring a friend and an item for the hygiene
pantry)

• April 11 - Adopt-A-Family Easter
delivery
• April 19 - Youth lunch @ CeCe’s
• April 25 - Rebuilding Together
• May 9 - Breast Cancer 5K walk
• May 10 - Mother’s Day brunch

Other items discussed:
- Possibility of serving food at St. Paul’s

and working the Hygiene Pantry (Celeste to
check)

- Helping seniors with yardwork (Kyle to
check)

- Archery as a fellowship activity (Ethan to
check)

Looking ahead:
Relay for Life and canned food drive for

food pantry in summer months.
Any questions, give me a call.

- Celeste Hoerner 626-5351
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Women Enthusiastically Living Christian Actions

The annual World Day of Prayer is Friday,
March 6. The theme is “In Christ There Are
Many Members, Yet One Body,” written by the
women of Papua New Guinea. The location
of our area church that is hosting this event
will be announced soon.

Be sure to check our weekly bulletins and
the Voice for the schedule of our Lenten
services. As we have done before we are
sharing evening services with St. Paul’s
Lutheran on Wayne Ave. The noon services
are being held in our chapel, followed by a
light lunch. Lent gives us the opportunity to
meditate and reflect on the meaning of
Easter. It is a spiritual journey to that
glorious day!

If you missed our annual Congregational
meeting last month, you missed good food
and great food for thought. Being informed
of the plans for the future of LCOS and the
fellowship with fellow church members
makes a very worthwhile gathering.
Although the number attending should have
been larger, we are looking forward to a
another year as we count our blessings.

We urge all of you to support the appeal
to send supplies to IRAQ.  The suggestions
of items needed was listed in last month’s
Voice.  For further information, just contact
Lois Smith.

Since remembering is not my best asset, I
need a constant nudge, so I keep a “TO DO”
list such as: clean (housekeeping), pack
away the Christmas items still visible in the
basement, visit dear friends at Bethany, take
ugly, dirty car to car wash, etc. etc. Then I

read this in a magazine, pitch your TO DO
list and replace it with a “TO BE” list, one
that would mold your character and enrich
your life. It gave no suggestions or
instructions, but it started me to think,
what a good idea. When I cross off a task on
my TO DO list I feel good about myself. My
TO BE list: BE kind, nice, patient, a good
listener, loving, hopeful, faithful, truthful,
the list is endless. When I accomplish a TO
BE item it’s like receiving a gift to be
deposited and I smile all the way to the
bank.

See you in church.
Shirley Coen

PROJECT BLESSING AT ST. PAUL
On Monday, February 2, Social Ministry

fed 107 hungry folks a chicken noodle
casserole, stewed tomatoes, fruit, bread and
butter, and cupcakes.  Helping prepare and
serve were Georgia and Fred Culbertson,
Jean and Ed McKibbin, Lynn Wirtanen,
coordinated by Ray and Joyce Strohminger.
Bakers were Julie Zimmerman, Lisa
Maschino, Nancy McFarland, Christl
Kronbergs, Shirley Coen and Jan Wallace.

MARCH MEETINGS
• Monday, March 2, 1:00 p.m. - Karen

Tyson, 2725 Walford Dr.
• Wednesday, March 11, 10:00 a.m. -

Bettie Savage, 5203 Wheaton St.
• Wednesday, March 11, 7:30 p.m. -

RSVP to Jamie Ashburn or Michelle
Jackson-Haun for Starbucks, Oakwood
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HEALTH
MINISTRY
NEWS

MARCH ACTIVITY
The JOY Group will attend the M. V.

Community Concert on March 12 at 7:30
p.m. at the Centerville Performing Arts
Center, at the rear of Centerville High
School on East Franklin St. The Wholly Brass
quintet will be performing music in an
educational and entertaining fashion. They
play various styles including Classical, Jazz,
Broadway, World and Hollywood music with
narrative commentary between selections.
Those without tickets can purchase them at
the door for $25 each. Dinner will be at Bob
Evans on Wilmington Pike (Sugar Creek) at
5:30 p.m.

Sign up in the narthex or contact
Strohmingers at (937) 299-5931 by Sunday,
March  8.

FREE CONFIDENTIAL BLOOD
PRESSURE CHECKS

Blood Pressure checks are offered the
second weekend of each month.  The next
checks will take place on March 14 and 15
after all the worship services.

2009 NATIONAL POISON
PREVENTION WEEK, MARCH 15-21

More than 2 million poisonings are
reported each year to the 61 Poison Control
Centers (PCCs) across the country. More
than 90 percent of these poisonings occur
in the home. The majority of non-fatal
poisonings occur in children younger than
six years old. And, poisonings are one of the
leading causes of death among adults.

National Poison Prevention Week, the
third week in March each year, is a week
nationally designated to highlight the
dangers of poisonings and how to prevent
them. However, every day people can and
do prevent poisonings.

If you think someone has been poisoned
from a medicine or household chemical, call
1-800-222-1222 for your Poison Control
Center. This national toll-free number works
from anyplace in the U.S. 24-hours a day, 7-
days a week. Keep the number on your
phone. It will connect you to a poison
control center. There are currently 61 Poison
Centers across the country that maintain
information for the doctor or the public on
recommended treatment for the ingestion
of household products and medicines. They
are familiar with the toxicity (how
poisonous it is) of most substances found in
the home or know how to find this
information.

The website, www.poisonprevention.org, has

a great amount of information for you to
review and become actively involved in
helping ensure the safety of children and
adults in your home and community.

HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM
Thank you to everyone who helped make

the February 14 game day fun for all! We
had 23 participants playing Wii,
shuffleboard, puzzles and more!
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TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF
OPERATING FUND STATUS

January 2009
Offerings (against budget): $27,123.85
Foundation (against budget): 0.00
Other collections (non-budget):

Social Ministry:  1,395.00
Memorials: 745.00
HVAC Project: 3,036.00
Special Projects 100.00

Expenses: $50,588.80
(Receipts - Expenses) -$23,464.95

2009 Totals (as of February 14)
YTD collections (against budget): $43,910.60
Foundation (against budget): 31,061.94
YTD non-budget collections:

Social Ministry: 1,743.00
Memorials: 780.00
HVAC Project income: 4,186.00
Special Projects: 100.00

YTD Expenses:  $64,962.73
YTD Balance (rcpts-expenses): $10,009.81
Current HVAC Loan $444,000.92

- Submitted by Don Hartman

SSSSSttttteeeeewwwwwararararardshipdshipdshipdshipdship FFFFFoundation Noundation Noundation Noundation Noundation Neeeeewwwwwsssss

MONDAY,
MARCH 16

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Below is a listing of people who have

made donations to Lutheran Church of Our
Savior in memory of member-disciples who
have recently died. Their donations go
directly into our LCOS Foundation, and are
loving, creative ways in which to remember
friends and loved ones.

If, when you make a memorial donation, you
prefer that we do not print your name in the
newsletter, please indicate when you submit your
donation.

In memory of Mardelle
Hoover:
Dick & Karen Tyson

In memory of Jack
Somers:
Mr. & Mrs. John Culp
Catholic Central High School Assoc.

CREDIT CARD OPTION FOR
WEEKLY GIVING

Some of our congregation members are
using the credit card option for making
their offerings to the church.  The Simply
Giving Program has been expanded and
allows you to make your offering one of two
ways:  a) have offerings debited directly
from your bank accounts as you do other
monthly drafts or b) have offerings charged
to your credit card.  All you need to do is fill
out a simple authorization form specifying
the amount and frequency of offering.  You
can also direct offerings to different funds if
desired.  For more information, please
contact Donna Gorrell at 258-1426.
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RRRRRemember in Premember in Premember in Premember in Premember in Praaaaayyyyyererererer
When we pray for others, we lift them to God, seeking God’s grace and blessing in their individual

situations. When we ask others to pray for us, we honor them with our trust.

MEMBERS
Judith Ault
John Buechele
Don Cox
Al & Helen Davis
Nancy Freudenberger

FAMILY & FRIENDS
Clarke Anstaett, Don’s father
Sam Auditore, Steve’s dad
Mary Bodkins, Ron Iverson’s daughter
Roger Boord, son of Wes and Rita
Elizabeth Bruns, Terry’s mother
Jeff Bundenthal, Judith Ault’s son
Patti Carota, Bill Meyer’s sister
Capt. Mark Cipolla, Pat and Sharon Griffy’s son-in-law, in Iraq
Stephanie Estes, friend of Phyl Mayne
Jeanne Gossel, Jan Swedlund’s sister-in-law
Caelan Guthrie, grandson of Cap and Nancy Phillips
Brian Hall, friend of the Dawsons
Ron Harper, Steve’s dad
Mike Henry, Nancy’s son
Mary Louise Husted, Suzanne Bruns’ niece
Ava Jankowski, Greg and Jackie Dawson’s great-granddaughter
Amy Lowrie, friend of Lisa Gallion
Collette McFarland, Shawn’s mom
Dustin McGuinness, Vince Lewis’ nephew
Donna Miller, Pastor Bob’s wife
Maryann Montgomery, friend of the Stephens family
O’Leary family, Rita Boord’s cousin
Bevy Jo Parker, co-worker of Kim Buechele
Scott Petersen, Stu’s brother
Gary Poteat, Eric Snead’s uncle
Sandy Rose, friend of Lynn Wirtanen
Juan Soto, friend of Stephanie Buechele
Eunice Watson, friend of Vicky Schmidt

Bryan Griffin (in Iraq)
Bob & Carolyn Haman
Harley Homan
Lucille Loundenslager
Loren Metzler

Pastor Robert Neeb
Hema Rajaratnam
Dave Schaefer
Bill Stager
Dorothy Zinkiewicz

Family of the Month
• Lee and Sandy Scamp
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Mission Statement
To foster a vibrant, visible community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Vision Statement
To continue to grow spiritually and physically as a community of

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and to make a difference in the larger
community.


