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NOVEMBER 2007

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR

The
 VOICE of Our Savior

Pastor’s Message

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

I’m not sure what I expected, but I
wasn’t prepared for what I encoun-
tered. Standing downstream from my
fishing partner Steve Swedlund last
month in the Platte River located in the
northwest corner of lower Michigan,
with the sun setting on the first day of
a three day fishing excursion, the gray
shadow came swimming toward me. As
it swam past, it brushed against my leg
– shoot, it was as long as my leg! A
coho salmon (the first I had seen),
embarking on a journey it was born to
take, using the last of its energy to
make the long trip upstream to spawn
in its birthplace before completing its
lifecycle – merely doing what a salmon
does.

This month, you and I will have the
opportunity in worship to prayerfully
consider how we want to say “thank
you” to God for the blessings that God
breathes into us each day. It will be a
time to reflect upon what we have done
with those blessings in 2007, and

dream about how we might use those
blessings in ministry to/with others in
2008. So, I hope and pray that you will
join your sisters and brothers in
worship on Stewardship Weekend
(November 17/18) and prayerfully
discern what God wants you to do, in
2008, with the many blessings God has
given you. It is, after all, merely doing
what the children of God do.

In Christ’s peace,
Gary

155 E. Thruston Blvd., Dayton, OH 45419-3833
(937) 293-1147 • Fax (937) 293-1148

www.oursaviordayton.org
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:30 p.m. - Prayer Labyrinth

(weather permitting) or Sanctuary
Sunday, 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. - Sanctuary

WORSHIP THEMES
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost

(November 4)
In today’s gospel, Jesus invites himself to

the home of a known sinner. This day God
invites us into grace, even though we do
not deserve it. “Today salvation has come to
this house.” Therefore, we always “enter
God’s courts with praise.”

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
(November 11)

In these final weeks of the liturgical year,
the church cries out, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
We are always awaiting God’s coming, and
God does not disappoint us, making the
divine presence known in water, bread,
wine, and in this human community of faith.

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
(November 18)

Signs of the end time fill today’s gospel.
Christ will come again “to judge the living
and the dead,” we confess in the creed.
How, then, shall we live, knowing that
everything around us will one day pass
away? We can live with hope if we know
that history is heading toward the God who
loves us. Yet we also live in the present
moment ready for action, making the most
of the time given to us as a gift.

WORSHIP NOTES Christ the King Sunday (November 25)
On this last Sunday of the church year, we

honor Christ, who reigns as king from the
cross. The effusive descriptions of Christ in
the letter to the Colossians remind us of the
absolutely central and vital role he rightfully
claims in our life. All space and all time
belong to the one who offers paradise to
those who live and die with him.

ETERNAL PEACE
A Service of Hope and Remembrance
On Sunday, November 4 at 7:00 p.m. the

Chancel Choir will present Eternal Peace, a
special service in observance of All Saints
Sunday. They will be assisted by organist
Rachel Spry, as well as instrumentalists and
vocalists from the Wright State University
music department. Please plan to be there
for this incredibly beautiful and meaningful
service as we remember with thanksgiving
those whom God has taken home and we
celebrate the hope of the resurrection for
all God’s children. The service will include
several movements from the Fauré Requiem,
as well as other inspirational music and
readings. Please invite your friends and
neighbors to join us for this special event.

THANKSGIVING
EVE WORSHIP

This year, our
Thanksgiving Eve
worship will be a
joint celebration of
praise to God with
the members of St. Paul Lutheran Church
(downtown). The service will be held at
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 7:00 p.m., in
our chapel. Watch your mail for more
details.
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Council UCouncil UCouncil UCouncil UCouncil Updatpdatpdatpdatpdateeeee

Here is a quick summary of our activity:

HVAC donations collected to date are
114,708 dollars; this amount has been paid
directly for construction; we have taken on
loans to date of approximately 200,000
dollars, and we are nearly done with phase
one of the project.  When we are finished
with phase two, (estimated in Feb 2008) we
will have approximately 460,000 dollars in
outstanding loans.

Property committee agreed to accept a
bid for the restoration of the wood and
windows of the south entry of the foyer
between the church and the parish house.
Start and finish dates are not estimated,
yet.  Property committee is also getting an
estimate on paving the gravel path to the
outside worship area, to improve the
accessibility.

Several families are planning to become
new members at LCOS, at the upcoming new
member celebration.

Social Ministry Committee is planning to
collect fish and crackers on the last weekend
of October, for donation to local food
pantry; and there is planning to support the
meal at St. Paul’s Church on October 24.

Stewardship weekend is November 17-18;
please consider how you will pledge your
donations of time, talent, and support for
2008.

Worship Committee is planning ‘Hanging
of the Greens’ on December 9, as an
intergenerational event for decorating LCOS
for Christmas.

Review of the LCOS Constitution is in
process, and a new version will likely be

presented at the Annual Congregational
Meeting on February 3, 2008.

Nomination committee and council are
organizing a slate of new council member
candidates for election at the December 9,
2007 congregational meeting.

Mark your calendar for January 27, 2008,
for ‘Hearts for the Lord’s Will.’  The
Evangelism committee is planning a dinner
and entertainment at LCOS.

Budget planning is in process, and
committees and ministries are formulating
plans for their activity next year.  A budget
proposal will be prepared for the Annual
Congregational meeting on February 3,
2008.

It is truly a pleasure to see all of the
activity going on at LCOS.

Your Council Chair,
Steve Swedlund

STAFF EMAIL
• GARY - gwe@oursaviordayton.org
• TERRI - teb@oursaviordayton.org
• DON - hartmansandon@sbcglobal.net
• DONNA - kgorell@ameritech.net
• GINGER - dminneman@woh.rr.com
• RACHEL - ras@oursaviordayton.org
• CELESTE - CMZimmer38@aol.com
• ELIZABETH - musicmusic@woh.rr.com
• DICK - ralbf@aol.com

OFFICE HOURS (Mon. - Fri.):
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon / 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19
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Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Rev. Gary Eichhorn, Pastor
Terri Balsom, Office Manager
Don Hartman, Treasurer
Donna Gorrell, Financial Secretary
Ginger Minneman, Music Director
Rachel Spry, Family Ministries Coordinator,

Organist
Celeste Hoerner, Youth Ministry Coordinator,

Children’s Choir
Elizabeth Beal, Sonshine Choir
Richard Freudenberger, Handbell Choir
Steve Swedlund, Council President
Rev. Robert A. Willauer, Pastor Emeritus

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
Classes are held at 9:15 and 9:30 a.m. for

all ages. Everyone is encouraged to
participate and can join in at any time!

MEALS FOR MEMBERS
Over the past couple of months, many of

our members have come forward to help
the McFarlands as their twin boys were born
and are being cared for in the hospital.
Thank you to everyone who is helping. This
is just the start of creating a support
network for all of our members. Anyone
who wants to be on the “meals for members”
list may do so by contacting Rachel Spry at
the church office. If you or someone you
know needs assistance in this way please
also contact Rachel.

BAPTISMAL
BIRTHDAYS

Celebrating the day
the Holy Spirit moved
in the hearts of our
children, youth and
adults through the
Sacrament of Baptism.
Please take time to say
a prayer of thanks and continued spiritual
growth for these and all our members. You
may also give a word of encouragement to
the youth listed.

Were you Baptized in November but don’t
see your name listed? Please contact Rachel
Spry and let her know.

Kaylee Anstaett 11/12
Matthew Hanna 11/24
Joshua Hughes 11/8
Ryan McFarland 11/8
Seth Tyson 11/24

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
The pageant is once again part of the

Christmas Eve Family Service at 4:00 p.m.
Any children, youth and adults interested in
participating should contact Rachel Spry.

Adventure Awaiting is
now the Hanging of the
Greens, which will happen
on Sunday, December 9
after 10:30 a.m. worship.

All are welcome to join
in this family time of
decorating the entire
church building for

Christmas. Lunch is provided, nursery care
available and crafts will be for sale.
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YYYYYoutoutoutoutouth Grh Grh Grh Grh Group Noup Noup Noup Noup Neeeeewwwwwsssss

The youth group has spent many
meetings discussing our choice for this
year’s mission trip.  We are close to
finalizing the decision and we will keep you
apprised as soon as our destination has
been determined.  In the meantime, we are
working on some new and creative ways of
raising funds.  If you have any great ideas
we would love to hear from you.

The youth group has also come up with
some ideas for upcoming fellowship
activities.  In November, we plan to go paint
balling and to rock climb at Urban Krag.  In
December we will be busy shopping and
preparing for our Adopt-A-Family Christmas
delivery.  We will also be holding a lock-in
during that month.

Have you checked out Spiritual Journeys
yet?  The first and third Friday of every
month a group of people gather in the
Prayer Labyrinth (weather permitting) at
10:00 p.m. to explore spiritual issues,
discuss faith, talk about life and grow
spiritually.  Come see what you’re missing.

Don’t forget that every second Tuesday of
the month we hold a lunch meeting at
various restaurants in the area.  This is
where we make decisions about activities,
so please come join us and give your input.

STUFF YOU NEED TO KNOW:
Paintball – We are paint balling on

November 4 at 1:00.  We are going to the

Outback Paintball Field in Xenia.  $6.00 pays
for use of the field, helmet and goggles and
equipment.  Air and paintballs are sold in
$20.00 packages of 500 or $30.00 packages
of 1000.  This means your cost will be
either $26.00 dollars or $36.00 depending
on how much you want to play.  I am
putting down a deposit for each person
who is attending so I need to hear from you
ASAP if you want to go!

Urban Krag – We are rock climbing at the
Krag on Saturday, November 17,  5:00 - 8:00
p.m.  Cost is $14.00 and that includes your
equipment. We need as many people as
possible to get belay certified.  It is $5.00 to
get certified before the event, $10.00 the
day of the event. Climbing is much more fun
when many people can belay, because then
you are not standing around waiting for a
belayer and the same person does not
always have to do it.  We will be going
down a few days before the 17th. If you
want to go with us let me know, otherwise
you are welcome to stop by and get
certified on your own.  It only takes a few
minutes.  Again, it is going to be very
important that you RSVP if you wish to
participate in this event.

SAVE THE DATE:
• November 2 - Spiritual Journeys
10:00 p.m.
• November 4 - Paintball, leave church
at 12:30
• November 11 - Youth lunch, Chipotle
following the second service
• November 16 - Spiritual Journeys
10:00 p.m.
• November 17 - Urban Krag
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
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CHRISTMAS ADOPT-A-FAMILY
PROGRAM

Yes, it is that time again, and we will have
15 needy families, 53 people for 2007.  The
Social Ministry Committee will shop for the
food, but we need your help again with gift
shopping.  Watch for a Christmas tag tree in
the Narthex on November 18 decorated
with tags for each family member (GOLD for
children, GREEN for adults). Tags will have
information for you to shop for that person.
Select the person or persons you would like
to shop for and register your tags.  This
involves putting your name and phone
number on half the tag and leaving that
half (with a star) with the person attending
the tree. Coordinate your shopping with
the coordinator listed on the tag. Your half
of the tag and a separate gift tag must be
attached to the outside of the wrapped
gift.  Shopping  must be completed by
December 9; delivery to families will be
Saturday, December 22. Your help in
shopping has been a huge success in past
years.

New or used miscellaneous items listed
are needed, as well as monetary
contributions for food and some gifts to be
purchased by the Committee. Estimated
cost is $1,200.  Place your monetary gift in
your Special Christmas Adopt-A-Family
envelope, or mark a pew envelope for
Adopt-A-Family.  Thrivent will provide
matching funds.

Used clothing and household items will
be provided from our clothing room.  Only
clean and wearable winter clothing is
needed.  Items should be brought to the
church as early as possible.  Any questions
may be directed to your coordinator, or call
Strohmingers at (937) 299-5031.

ITEMS NEEDED: New or Used
Bedding:
• Crib and full size mattress
• Sheets, blankets, pillows and
comforters - all except king
• Single bed, play pen, high chair
and crib
Kitchen:
• Microwave, pots, pans and dishes
• Iron and ironing board
Clothing:
• Ladies (used) - 1x and 2x
• Girls baby clothes - newborn
• Boys snow suit (18 mo.)
• Winter jackets - girls size 3, 10, 12;
boys - size 6 and extra large; and
ladies size 12
Bath:
• Bath towel sets
Misc:
• Men’s bicycles - 2 full size
• Girl’s bicycles - 12” and full size
• Two TV’s, 19” or larger table model

BOWLING - NOVEMBER 11
Sponsored by the Zimmerman family.

Watch the bulletins for all the details.

Parents, please take time to prayerfully
consider being a coordinator for the Holy
Terrors during 2008. If you are interested,
please contact Rachel Spry.
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WWWWWelca Nelca Nelca Nelca Nelca Neeeeewwwwwsssss
Women Enthusiastically Living Christian Actions

CORRECTION! Our Thankoffering Sunday is
Sunday, November 18 ... NOT the 28th as
stated last month. These machines do make
mistakes. Each year we recognize all the
women of our church, especially choir
members, cookie bakers, Altar Guild, sewing
group, etc. and our circle members are urged
to pray throughout the year with thankfulness
as they give a monetary gift for others less
fortunate. Nationwide, Lutheran women
designate one Sunday a year to collect this
offering. This is our giving thanks month.

Fooey on the “never look back” slogan. The
older I get, the more memories I collect that
give me much pleasure when I recall them.

In September, nineteen of us filled two
tables at the annual We Care Art style show-
luncheon. All but six were LCOS members. It
is always a blessing to be with friends, not
only in church worship but other locations.
Then during the last weekend in September,
150 Ohio women gathered in Chillicothe, Ohio
for the convention of the Southern Ohio Synod
Women of the ELCA. Carolyn Haman and her
daughter, Nancy, along with me and my
daughter, Sue, shared a faith-filled overnight
at the Christopher Center, Chillicothe. Mary
Hughes, our worship leader was excellent.
Mary Gottfried from Upper Sandusky shared
her handmade banners that were made from
retired paraments. Beautiful to behold. A trip
to nearby “Adena” the home and farm of
Thomas Worthington, known as the father of
Ohio’s statehood in the early 1800s was
enjoyed in the afternoon. On Sunday morning,
Bishop Holloway presided at our communion
and worship service. Two youths told of their
experiences on their Mission Trip to Tanzania.
These youth (our future in Christian service)

with all their enthusiasm gave us hope and
inspiration. All the above and more, including
much music, singing and praying completed
a great event.

In October, our “sewing workshop” group,
lead by Joyce Strohminger sent nine quilts to
Lutheran World Relief. If YOU would like to
help cut, sew or knot, meet us at church on
the first Wednesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.

Thanks to Donna Gorrell and Sonia Davila
as they co-chair WELCA from September
through December. Any questions about our
organization, give them a call, Sonia 299-6269
or Donna 258-1426 or email them.

Now looking ahead. We Care Arts is having
their annual Cookie Walk on December 1 from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at their address at
3035 Wilmington Pike. Take a walk along the
tables and choose the cookies you want. The
charge is $5.00 per pound. While you are there
you can visit their store, which is full of
Christmas gift ideas! Further information is
on our women’s bulletin board in the parish
house hallway. Check that bulletin board for
other items that may interest you.

The convention theme certainly goes with
my WELCA news this month. And it is a good
thought for all of us for each day and when
the future gives us a tough time ... from
Hebrews 13:8 - Jesus Christ is the same,
yesterday and today and forever.

See you in church.
Shirley Coen

NOVEMBER GROUP MEETINGS
Note: Pastor Eichhorn will present our

program this month. Be there and bring a
friend.

• Monday, November 5, 1:00 p.m. - Wilma
Back, 1411 Devereux

• Wednesday, November 14, 10:00 a.m. -
Nancy Freudenberger, 6518 Sorrento Ct.

• Wednesaday, November 14, evening - Sue
Hanna, place TBA



- 9 -

HEALTH
MINISTRY
NEWS

FREE CONFIDENTIAL BLOOD
PRESSURE SCREENINGS

Blood Pressure screenings are offered  the
second weekend of each month.  The next
screenings will take place on November 10-
11 after all the worship services.

DONOR SABBATH - NOVEMBER 11
Sponsored by Life Connection of Ohio

During this weekend the Health Ministry
Team will share information with the
congregation on the need and importance
of organ donation.

Life Connection of Ohio is an
independent, not-for-profit agency
designated by the federal government as
the Organ Procurement Organization (OPO)
for Northwest and West Central Ohio.

Their mission statement is “Life
Connection of Ohio is committed to serving
humanity by ending the wait for organ and
tissue transplants in a manner that is
beneficial to patients, donor families, health
care professionals and the public.”

Life Connection honors individual’s
donation decision as recorded in the Ohio
Donor Registry; facilitates the recovery of
viable organs, tissues and corneas for
transplantation medical research or
education; provides public and professional
education to increase awareness and
commitment to organ and tissue donation;
and promotes and maintains a collaborative
relationship with hospitals and other health
care facilities involved in the recovery and
transplantation of organs and tissues.

Dear Friends and Fellow Disciples of the
Lutheran Church of Our Savior,

I am writing to express my thanks to my
Lord Jesus Christ, and to you for your
kindness shown to me over the years. I
appreciate your caring and friendship. It is
always a joy for me to be with you to worship
our Lord. Thank you, too, for including Ferne
in the prayers every Sunday. She has multiple
ailments and needs the prayers of God’s
people.

I am thanking you in this way because I
rarely get to see you anymore. As many of
you know, I have been going from
congregation to congregation as Supply
Pastor as needed. One of those congregations,
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, German-
town Street in Dayton, where I have been
serving one or two Sundays per month, has
now arranged with the Bishop to have me
come every Sunday. I began in October. My
only regret is that I will not be able to
worship with you at LCOS. I ask for your
continued prayers for Ferne and for me that I
may serve Him faithfully as He supplies daily
strength.

May our God of Peace richly bless you and
Pastor Gary as together we serve the Prince
of Peace as His faithful witnesses. Pray, too,
for those around the world who do not
possess the peace of Christ, that the Holy
Spirit may fill them with His peace through
faith in Jesus.

Your fellow disciple,
Pastor Robert V. Neeb

P.S. I intend to remain a member of LCOS.
Since you won’t see me very often, you may
think of me as one of your outreach
ministries.
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TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF
OPERATING FUND STATUS

September 2007
Offerings (against budget): $35,319.70
Foundation (against budget): 28,983.83
Other collections (non-budget):

Social Ministry:   773.00
Memorials: 0
HVAC Project: 3,294.70
Special Projects:  469.38

Expenses: $44,882.74
(Receipts - Expenses) $19,420.79

2007 Totals (as of 10/10/07)
YTD collections (against budget):$358,163.11
Foundation (against budget): $116,385.32
YTD non-budget collections:

Social Ministry: 7,958.07
Memorials: 205.00
HVAC Project income (‘06&’07): 133,622.07
Special Projects: 3527.13

YTD Expenses: $361,165.32
YTD Balance (rcpts-expenses): $5,634.79
HVAC expenses (‘06 & ’07): $310,295.12
Current HVAC Loan $200,000.00

Submitted by Don Hartman

SSSSSttttteeeeewwwwwararararardshipdshipdshipdshipdship

CREDIT CARD OPTION FOR
WEEKLY GIVING

Some of our congregation members have
expressed interest in a credit card option
for making their offerings to the church.
Using a credit card to make a financial
contribution is now an option at Lutheran
Church of Our Savior.  The Simply Giving

Program has been expanded and allows you
to make your offering one of two ways:  a)
have offerings debited directly from your
bank accounts as you do other monthly
drafts or b) have offerings charged to your
credit card.  All you need to do is fill out a
simple authorization form specifying the
amount and frequency of offering.  You can
also direct offerings to different funds if
desired.  For more information, please
contact Donna Gorrell at 258-1426.

JoJoJoJoJoy Gry Gry Gry Gry Groupoupoupoupoup

NOVEMBER EVENT
The JOY Group will go to the Miami Valley

Community Concert (Limeliters) at West
Carrollton H.S. Auditorium on November 14
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 at the door.
Dinner is optional at Eastern Buffet at 5:45
p.m. located next to Kroger at Rt. 741 and
725. A sign up poster is in the narthex or
call the Strohmingers at 299-5031.

WE CARE ARTS COOKIE WALK
This great event will be held on Saturday,

December 1 at We Care Arts, 3035
Wilmington Pike from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. You can participate in four ways ... buy
cookies, donate cookies, enter the cookie
contest or volunteer to help on December
1. Forms will be on the womens’ bulletin
board or call Shirley Coen at 298-6339.

To buy cookies ... you will receive a food
service glove and a box as you proceed
along the cookie tables, selecting as many
varieties as you like. At the end of the walk,
your cookies will be weighed. The cost is
$5.00 per pound. Free coffee will be
available as you browse the gift shop.
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RRRRRemember in Premember in Premember in Premember in Premember in Praaaaayyyyyererererer
When we pray for others, we lift them to God, seeking God’s grace and blessing in their individual

situations. When we ask others to pray for us, we honor them with our trust.

MEMBERS
Judy Ault
Dorothy Belleman
Don Cox
Edith Ellis
Mary Ellen Granger

FAMILY & FRIENDS
Mark Balsom, Terri’s brother-in-law
Charlotte Bloomfield, Roger’s mother
Karen Brunn, co-worker of Steve Harper
Skip Burnham, Alee Steuer’s co-worker
Dan Cabiling, friend of the congregation
Dennis Clemenson, Andriena Erickson’s father
Barbie Conlin, Laurie Harper’s sister
Nelda Davis, Jackie Dawson’s cousin
Dick Elsberry, brother-in-law of Ron Iverson
Epiphany Lutheran Church at Springboro, our prayer partners
Parker Fick
Roberta Fothergill, friend of the Dawsons
Pat Freudenberger, Dana Oltmanns’ mother
Kamal Hanna, Phil’s father
Joe and Ralph Korner, friends of Dave and Marion Schaefer
Collette McFarland, Shawn’s mother
Carl Nandrasy, Scott’s father
Fern Neeb, Pastor Bob Neeb’s wife
Tammy O’Leary, Rita Boord’s cousin
Bevy Jo Parker, co-worker of Kim Buechele
Laurie Paynes, friend of Lois Smith
Dixie Polen, Steve Harper’s aunt
Becky Stabler, Director of Lutheran Memorial Camp
Bill Thum, Mary Kaye Rhoades’ brother
Michael Vance, Penny’s husband
Pat Zent, friend of Mary Kaye Rhoades

Bryan Griffin
Bob Haman
Florence Houpt
Anson & Finley McFarland
Loren Metzler

Hema Rajaratnam
Marion Schaefer
Thelma Snyder
Jack & Wilma Somers
Dorothy Zinkiewicz

Families of the Month:
• Scott, Amy and Emily Bryant
• Pat and Sharon Griffy
• Dave, Vicky and Doris Schmidt
• Pete, Julie, Emma and Andrew
Zimmerman
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Mission Statement
To foster a vibrant, visible community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Vision Statement
To continue to grow spiritually and physically as a community of faith in the Lord

Jesus Christ and to make a difference in the larger community.


