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LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR

The

 VOICE of Our Savior

Pastor’s Message

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

The small wooden barrel had once
been a container for salt water taffy;

that’s the way that mouth watering
confection was once packaged and sold on
the board walk in Ocean City, New Jersey.
But for as long as I can remember, my
grandparents used that old barrel to hold
pennies that they saved throughout the
year. And when school was out for the
summer, and we moved to the Jersey shore
to live with my grandparents for much of
our summer vacation, that penny-filled
barrel was waiting for us grandchildren to
dump its contents on the living room floor
and wrap the pennies. We were always
amazed at the grand total, which was given
to a different grandchild each summer, and
was quickly spent on treasures excitedly
purchased from our favorite places on the
boardwalk.

For the next seven-plus months, the
Youth Group is asking us to save our
pennies and place them in the container in
the narthex. However, instead of spending
them on some “priceless” trinkets
purchased at the mall or on-line, our youth
will be sending them to Pennies for Peace,
a not-for-profit organization established by

an American to build and outfit schools for
boys and girls in Afghanistan and Pakistan
(check out the website: www.penniesfor
peace.org). Since education for women and
girls in these countries is discouraged, this
project has brought hope to a region that
hasn’t experienced much in recent years.
Last year, American children donated more
than 90 million pennies (over $900,000),
which provided educational supplies for
children who would otherwise have gone
without an education. Our youth have

(Continued on page 8)



- 2 -

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:30 p.m. - Chapel
Sunday, 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. - Sanctuary

WORSHIP NOTES

WORSHIP THEMES
November 1, All Saints Sunday
Of all three years of the lectionary cycle,

this year’s All Saints readings have the most
tears. Isaiah and Revelation look forward to
the day when God will wipe away all tears;
in John’s gospel, Jesus weeps along with
Mary and all the gathered mourners before
he demonstrates his power over death. On
All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won
for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for
our beloved dead as well, knowing that God
honors our tears. We bring our grief to the
table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s
feast to come.

November 8, Twenty-third Sunday after
Pentecost

Widows are visible everywhere in today’s
readings. Jesus denounces those scribes
who pray impressive prayers but devour
widows’ houses. He commends the poor
widow who in his view gave far more than
the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her
simply as an object of compassion or
charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath
who shares her last bit of food with Elijah,
does something of great importance.

November 15, Twenty-fourth Sunday after
Pentecost

November begins with All Saints Day and
ends in Advent, when we anticipate Christ’s

coming again. So the readings today tell of
the final resurrection and the end time. In
the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that
these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews
sounds a note of confident trust. Christ
makes a way for us where there is no way,
and we walk it confidently, our hearts and
bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting
the one who has promised. The more we
see the last day approaching, the more
important it is to meet together to provoke
one another to love.

November 22, Christ the King
Even after Israel had experienced the

vagaries of kings, they still longed for a true
king to set things right. He would have the
king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he
would be the “one like a human being” (Son
of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision.
Jesus is given these titles, even though he is
nothing like an earthly king. His authority
comes from the truth to which he bears
witness, and those who recognize the truth
voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to
the day he is given dominion, knowing his
victory will be the nonviolent victory of love.

November 29, First Sunday of Advent
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s

people have always lived in great
expectation, but that expectation finds
specific, repeated enunciation in the texts
appointed for these four weeks. The
ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to
spring up for David.” The Thessalonians
awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with
all the saints.” Our Lord’s contemporaries
hoped for the time “to stand before the Son
of Man.” With them we eagerly await the
coming days: another Christmas celebration,
a second coming, and the advent of our
Lord in word and supper.
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Council UCouncil UCouncil UCouncil UCouncil Updatpdatpdatpdatpdateeeee

Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Rev. Gary Eichhorn, Pastor
Terri Balsom, Office Manager
Don Hartman, Treasurer
Don Anstaett, Financial Secretary
Ginger Minneman, Music Director
Rachel Spry Lammi, Family Ministries

Coordinator, Organist
Celeste Hoerner, Youth Ministry Coordinator,

Children’s Choir
Joe Beal, Sonshine Choir
Richard Freudenberger, Handbell Choir
Jim Worley, Council President
Rev. Robert A. Willauer, Pastor Emeritus

LCOS MISSION STATEMENT
+ Share God's Word

+ Serve Community
+ Grow in Faith

VISION STATEMENT
We are a growing, diverse

congregation actively sharing God’s
blessings in the world community.

Our meeting was called to order and
Pastor Eichhorn lead the opening

prayer.  We did not have a quorum for our
September meeting led by Vice Chair, Chris
Becker.  Therefore, we voted to accept the
August minutes at this October meeting.
During our financial review Don Anstaett
announced that he is depositing money
nightly and that the deposit slips will be
mailed to the treasurer, Don Hartman.  It
was also reported that our church is
currently operating at a deficit, however, we
are optimistic and hopeful that the offerings
will increase or at least continue coming in.

Our property committee has made a list
of projects that need to be done.  It was
reported that many of the projects listed
have already been committed to by
volunteers within the church.  Thank you
volunteers!  Council was also informed of
other projects that may be beyond
“volunteer” abilities and may be costly.  The
costly projects mentioned were blacktop
repair and resurfacing ($13,500 estimate).
Also, cutting a large tree down in the prayer
labyrinth.  These projects need special tools
and equipment to be completed safely and
need to be finished in a timely manner.

Chris Becker reported on behalf of our
financial task force and explained that they
are still considering changing financial
institutions and looking at options in which
to restructure our HVAC debt.  Council is
confident that we have an excellent
committee working on this difficult and
fragile task.

Pastor Eichhorn read a letter from Mike

Essman who is resigning from council.
Council voted to accept and then voted to
reduce quorum from 7 to 6 council
members.  Now we will be nominating 5
people for council instead of the normal 4.
After conducting all business brought before
council we proceeded to close with the
Lords Prayer.

- Jim Worley, Council Chair



- 4 -

STAFF EMAIL
• GARY - gwe@oursaviordayton.org
• TERRI - teb@oursaviordayton.org
• DON H. - hartmansandon@sbcglobal.net
• DON A. - jfanstaett@sbcglobal.net
• GINGER - dminneman@woh.rr.com
• RACHEL - ras@oursaviordayton.org
• CELESTE - CMZimmer38@aol.com
• JOE - waveshands@woh.rr.com
• DICK - ralbf@aol.com

OFFICE HOURS (Mon. - Fri.):
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon / 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

2009 CHRISTMAS ADOPT-A-
FAMILY PROGRAM

Yes, it is that time again, and we will
have 18 needy families, 60 people,

including 34 children for 2009. The Social
Ministry Committee will provide an Aldi gift
certificate for food, but we need your help
again with gift shopping. Watch for a
Christmas tag tree in the Narthex on
November 15 decorated with
tags for each family member
(WHITE for children,
GREEN for adults). Tags
will have information
for you to shop for
that person. Select the
person or persons you
would like to shop for
and register your tags.
This involves putting your name and phone
number on half the tag and leaving that
half (with a star) with the person attending
the tree. Coordinate your shopping with the
coordinator listed on the tag. Your half of
the tag and a separate gift tag must be
attached to the outside of the wrapped
gift. Shopping should be completed by
December 6; delivery to families will be
Saturday, December 19. Your help in
shopping has been a huge success in past
years.

New or used miscellaneous items listed
below are needed as well as monetary
contributions for food certificates and some
gifts to be purchased by the Committee.
Estimated cost is $1,200. Place your
monetary gift in your Special Christmas
Adopt-A-Family envelope, or mark a pew
envelope for Adopt-A-Family. Thrivent will
provide matching funds.

Used clothing and household items will
be provided from our clothing room. Only
clean and wearable winter clothing is
needed. Items should be brought to the
church as early as possible. Any questions
may be directed to your coordinator, or call
Strohminger’s at (937) 299-5031.

ITEMS NEEDED: New or Used
• Bedding: Sheets, blankets and

comforters - twin and queen.
• Kitchen: Pots, pans, dishes, silverware

and glasses. Microwave, crock pot, electric
roaster.

• Clothing: Ladies (used) - 1x, 2x and 4x.
Baby clothes 6, 12, 18 and 24 months.
Children and adult winter jackets (all

sizes), Men’s 2x shirts, hats and gloves for
adults and children.

• Bath: Bath towel sets, bathroom sets.
• Misc: TV - cable ready; Big Wheel for 4-

year-old boy; 2 vacuum cleaners; area rugs,
throw rugs, and curtains.

FAMILY NO. _______
SEX _______    AGE ________

NAME ________________________

ITEM:

FAMILY COORD.  ________________

PHONE _______________
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
All members of every age are invited to

participate in the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve
Pageant.

Rehearsals
• Sunday, November 22 @ noon w/lunch
• Saturday, December 5 @ 9:00 a.m.
• Friday, December 11 @ 6:00 p.m. w/
pizza (speaking parts only)
• Tuesday, December 22, time TBA
• Thursday, December 24, 10:00 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. “Call time”

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES
Women’s Book of Faith Small Group

Discussion
Wednesdays from November 4 -

December 16, 1:00 p.m. Bring a sack lunch.
All women of the congregation are invited

to participate in a new small group, which
will meet at the church.

It will be a safe place for questions,
fellowship and spiritual growth. Discussion
topics will be chosen November 4 by
participants.

Watch future issues of the VOICE for
information on other studies.

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL

Sunday School students are encouraged
 to bring food items as part of their

offering.  Here’s what we are collecting:
November: Non-perishable baked food

mixes (ex: cake mix, muffin mix, icing)
December: Toilet paper

Thank you Kim Buechele, Kiandra Coon,
Laurie Harper, Rachel Lammi, Delanie

Simms, Johanna Snead, Todd, Laura and
Rachael Stowe, and Jan Swedlund for
creating the LCOS Scarecrows “Holy Terrors
& Pastor Scary Eichhorn.”

LUTHERAN COURSE

The next monthly classes of the
Lutheran Course will be on Tuesday,

November 17 at St. Pauls. Dinner will be at
6:00 p.m., and the study begins at 6:45.

FOOD PANTRY ITEMS
The food pantry items for November

are any canned goods - veggies, fruit,
meats, juices - donor’s choice. We’ll
focus on bringing items on the weekend
of November 7/8, but will be glad to
accept canned goods all month long.
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YYYYYoutoutoutoutouth Grh Grh Grh Grh Group Noup Noup Noup Noup Neeeeewwwwwsssss

Hello All!

We had a great meeting at Panera
which was both fun and productive.

Next month’s meeting will be at LaRosa’s.
We’d love for you to join us. Here is a list of
what the youth group is up to.

Pennies For Peace:
We will be collecting pennies for Pennies

for Peace, and are going to encourage the
congregation to get involved. Pennies for
Peace is an organization that was created to
raise money to build schools in Central Asia
in impoverished countries. We are
challenging the Sunday school classes to
outdo each other in their collection and we
have an overall goal of 60,000 pennies. We
presented this project to the congregation
on Sunday, October 25 at the 10:30 service.
If you would like a collection box, just ask
any youth member. Or you can just save
your pennies and bring them to church.
Deposit them in the big collection container
in the narthex. You can also see the poster
created by the Sr. High class and a power
point presentation in the narthex that give
more detailed information about the
Central Asia Institute.

Horseback Riding:
We are going to go horseback riding on

the morning of Saturday, October 31. We
will be riding at Carriage Hill Metro Park.

Upcoming Events:
• Lunch in November will be at LaRosa’s

on November 8 at noon.
• Cosmic Bowling will be Saturday the

14th at 10:30 p.m.
• Adventure Awaiting preparation will be

Saturday the 21st and Adventure Awaiting
will be Sunday, November 22. We will be
preparing heavy appetizers and desserts.
This has been a popular event in the past
and the proceeds from the event go to our
Adopt-A-Family efforts.

Keep watching your mail, email and phone
for more information coming your way on
all of these events. If I don’t have your
email, send me an email at
CMZimmer38@aol.com and I will add you to
the list. Same goes for your cell number so I
can keep you updated through text
messages. Text or call me at 626-5351.

Any questions just give me a call.
- Celeste

GAME NIGHT & MAKE YOUR
OWN PIZZA

Saturday, November 14 at LCOS after 5:30
p.m. worship. Hosted by the Auditore
Family.
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HEALTH
MINISTRY
NEWS

Mark Twain once said, “Kindness is a
 language which the deaf can hear and

the blind can see.”  Can you think of the gift
that is always appreciated, and is free, but
rewards the giver with great happiness and
health?  The gift of kindness provides all of
this and more.  Performing acts of kindness
has been proven by scientific research to
offer direct benefits of improved health and
happiness to the giver and receiver.
November 15, 2009 is National Kindness
Day.  Since 1996 The World Kindness
Movement has been growing quickly, having
been born out of a series of international
conferences held in Japan.  Each country
that participated has formed its own
national kindness organization.  For the
United States this organization is known as
The Random Acts of Kindness Foundation.
If someone walked up to you with a smile
and several flowers would you think they
were crazy?  Or what if you saw someone
drop a coin in your parking meter as you are
rushing to feed it before it expired?  These
are just a couple examples of a random act
of kindness.  How do you commit a random
act of kindness?  Let some ideas roll
through your mind.  What is one small thing
that you could do that would make anyone
smile?  A cup of coffee for the guy in the
elevator?  A helping hand to the harried
mother pushing the cart out of the grocery?
Returning that grocery cart to the cart corral
instead of leaving it in the parking lot?  This

part takes some practice.  Whatever you
think you might want to do that is a
comfortable fit for you and is a simple, non-
threatening gesture to whoever receives it.
Be prepared to get them back.  When you
give, you get.  That’s just the way it is.
Enjoy!

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS
Will be taken after all worship services on

November 7 & 8.

EUCHRE PARTY
Sunday, November 15 - 2:00 p.m.

Pairs & Spares are welcome.
Bring a snack or drink to share.

Sponsored by the Health Ministry Team
RSVP to the church office by November 9

established a goal of collecting 60,000
pennies by the end of the school year (June,
2010).

In the coming year, our congregation will
be challenged, as will all congregations,
with an economy that may cause us to make
deeper cutbacks in our spending. But, our
Youth are reminding us that the blessings
we receive from God, even those little
blessings of pennies, are given to us so that
we may share them with others. So, I invite
you to join me in saving your pennies.
Impacting lives couldn’t be easier!

In Christ’s hope and peace,
Gary Eichhorn

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
(Continued from page 1)
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SSSSSttttteeeeewwwwwararararardshipdshipdshipdshipdship

MONDAY,
NOVEMBER 16

FFFFFoundation Noundation Noundation Noundation Noundation Neeeeewwwwwsssss

TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF
OPERATING FUND STATUS

September 2009
Offerings (against budget): $30,492.13
Loan Payment (from savings): 3,426.03
Foundation (against budget): 0.00
Other collections (non-budget):

Social Ministry:  809.58
Memorials: 95.00
HVAC Project: 2,316.00
Special Projects 0.00

Expenses: $37,463.99
(Receipts - Expenses) $ -3,545.83

2009 Totals (as of October 17)
YTD collections (against budget):$292,828.29
Loan Payment (from savings): 27,408.24
Foundation (against budget): 93,823.82
YTD non-budget collections:

Social Ministry: 11,300.24
Memorials: 2,470.00
HVAC Project income: 27,074.00
Special Projects: 3,226.00
Foundation donation: 10,701.00

YTD Expenses:  $395,947.67
YTD Balance (rcpts-expenses):  $ -9,295.56
Current HVAC Loan $332,031.48

- Submitted by Don Hartman
PROJECT BLESSING

Project Blessing at St. Paul is looking for
set-up, clean-up and lunch time helpers for
Mondays (especially) and/or Wednesdays. If
you would like to serve and help others plus
enjoy outreach ministry to the inner city,
please contact Pastor Bob at 224-0589.

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Below is a listing of people who have
 made donations to Lutheran Church

of Our Savior in memory of member-
disciples who have recently died. Their
donations go directly into our LCOS
Foundation, and are loving, creative ways in
which to remember friends and loved ones.

If, when you make a memorial donation, you
prefer that we do not print your name in the
newsletter, please indicate when you submit your
donation.

In memory of Robert Haman:
Tom & Jenny Jones
Rebecca Doyle

In memory of Doris Schmidt:
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Tyson
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Meckstroth
Bettie Savage
Nancy Freudenberger
Vangsness family
Doug Hammer
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WWWWWelca Nelca Nelca Nelca Nelca Neeeeewwwwwsssss

November 1st ... your Church calendar
should be marked ... All Saints

celebration and carry-in dinner following
the 10:30 a.m. service. This is a special day
to remember the ones who were special in
our lives. And bring your favorite casserole
to share.

Also, that’s the weekend we gain an hour
... I put at least four Post-Its around the
house reminding me!

Tuesday, November 3 is Election Day ...
this is “be thankful month” so be thankful
you have the privilege to vote.

Sunday, November 22 is WELCA’s Thank
Offering Sunday. At the 10:30 a.m service
we will pay tribute to all the women of
LCOS and bring to your attention how they
serve our church. Throughout the year our
WELCA groups are urged to save their loose
change as an act of thankfulness for all God
has given us. Our combined group offerings
are dedicated and presented on Thank
Offering Sunday.

Attend the Thanksgiving Eve Service on
November 25.

Since I’m coping (and not so graceful)
with AGE I find myself thanking God on a
very regular basis. As when I finally find
something that I had lost within the house
... when I got angry for missing the trash
collection day, then realized I had the wrong
day ... when I was running late for a
doctor’s appointment, then when I arrived I
found out he was forty-five minutes behind
in his schedule. These were all thank you
God moments. So these four lines which I

have shared before always seem to say it
best: Happy moments, praise God; Difficult
moments, seek God; Painful moments, trust God;
Every moment THANK God.

See you in church,
- Shirley Coen

JoJoJoJoJoy Gry Gry Gry Gry Groupoupoupoupoup

The November JOY Group activity will be
to attend the musical “The Pajama Game” at
Wright State University on Sunday,
November 15 at 2:00 p.m. For tickets please
contact Bob or Wilma Meckstroth, 434-5033
as soon as possible. There will be a sign up
sheet in the narthex. The cost is $15.00 per
person. Plans are to go to a nearby
restaurant for dinner, on your own,
following the show. If you need
transportation, please indicate on the sign
up sheet.

NOVEMBER GROUP MEETINGS
PASTOR EICHHORN WILL PRESENT

OUR PROGRAM. All our welcome, check
the bulletin for where and when the
small groups are meeting.

• Monday, November 2, 1:00 p.m. -
Wilma Back, 1411 Devereux Dr.

• Wednesday, November 11, 10:00
a.m. - Joyce Strohminger, 3615
Kingswood

• **Wednesday, November 18, 7:00
p.m. - Sue Harbaugh, desert at the
church

**Note change in date because of
Thanksgiving Eve service.

Women Enthusiastically Living Christian Actions
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RRRRRemember in Premember in Premember in Premember in Premember in Praaaaayyyyyererererer
When we pray for others, we lift them to God, seeking God’s grace and blessing in their individual

situations. When we ask others to pray for us, we honor them with our trust.

MEMBERS
Judith Ault
Scott, Amy, Emily and Josh Bryant
Don Cox
Al & Helen Davis
Nancy Freudenberger

FAMILY & FRIENDS
Arnie, friend of Linda Welin
Jay, friend of Michael and Sue Longo
Matt, Oakwood Marine
Carl Bidwell, friend of Vicki Sanders
Barbara Brandner, Bob and Wilma Meckstroth's niece
Elizabeth Bruns, Terry's mother
Capt. Mark Cipolla, Pat and Sharon Griffy’s son-in-law, in Iraq
The family of Robert Cook, friends of the Deckards
Jim, Joanna and Rebecca Fara, family of Elizabeth Beal
Caelan Guthrie, grandson of Cap and Nancy Phillips
Julie Haines, Jackie Dawson's cousin
Robert Hartman, Chris’ father
Alma Kern, friend of Hilda Durig
Caitlyn Kirkwood, niece of co-worker of Steve Harper
Jay Kost, Gary and Beth's son, in Iraq
Collette McFarland, Shawn’s mom
Linda McKinney, friend of Sue Martinez
Charlotte Murphy, Brad’s mother
Ferne Neeb, Pastor Bob’s wife
Bevy Jo Parker, co-worker of Kim Buechele
Terry Ritchie, Dawson’s son-in-law

Bryan Griffin
Harley Homan
Mary Helen Lecklider
Lucille Loudenslager

Phyllis Mayne
Loren Metzler
Pastor Robert Neeb
Hema Rajaratnam

FAMILY OF THE MONTH
Tim and Laura Roberts


