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www.oursaviordayton.org

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOR

The

 VOICE of Our Savior

Pastor’s Message

“REFORM” ... It is a word we are hearing
often these days. In the vernacular, it
means “to change”. But that is often too
simplistic, because it literally means to
reshape, to alter the form of something,
thereby giving new life to it. Long before it
was a word in our society’s vocabulary, it
was and is God’s word, for the message of
Scripture is all about reform. And, it is a
descriptor for us who are part of the
Lutheran Church. Officially, Lutherans are
not considered to be part of a
“denomination”; we are participants in a
“movement”, which denotes fluidity,
changing shape, going in a certain
direction, not standing still. The concept of
movement as applied to us Lutherans has
to do with our understanding that life is
ever changing, and as such, we need a faith
and a Church that is not static, but re-
shaping, re-forming, growing. To that end,
the congregation council of Lutheran
Church of Our Savior determined at the
conclusion of last year that it was, once
again, time to engage in strategic planning
for our community of faith. The purpose of
this monthly exercise is to present to you

at our February, 2010 annual meeting
goals, strategies and objectives for
congregational ministry for the next five
years. But long before we can look at
goals, we’ve had to determine who we are
as a congregation (mission), how we
believe God wants us to live out our
identity (vision), what we stand for (core
values). In revisiting those three concepts,
our guiding principle has been the
understanding that this is God’s church of
which we are a part, and this is God’s

(Continued on page 4)
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:30 p.m. - Prayer Labyrinth

(weather permitting) or Chapel
*Sunday, Sept. 6 - 9:45 a.m. - Sanctuary
*Sunday, Sept. 13 - 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. -

Sanctuary

WORSHIP NOTES

WORSHIP THEMES
September 6, Fourteenth Sunday after

Pentecost
James tells us to stop showing favoritism

in the assembly, treating the rich visitor
with more honor than the poor one. Jesus
himself seems to show partiality in his first
response to the Syrophoenician woman in
today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in
saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods
meant for God’s children? Or was he
speaking out of his human worldview, but
transcended those limits when she took him
by surprise with her reply? Either way, the
story tells us that God shows no partiality.
Everyone who brings her or his need to
Jesus is received with equal honor as a child
and heir.

September 13, Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Three weeks ago we heard John’s gospel’s
version of Peter’s confession of faith. This
week we hear Mark’s version, when Peter
says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the
stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat
his flesh, given for the life of the world. In
Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’

words about his own coming death, and
here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’
words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning
of “messiah”) in Mark only on the way to
the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in
baptism with the sign of the cross.

September 20, Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Today we hear James warn against selfish
ambition, while the disciples quarrel over
which one of them is the greatest. Jesus
tells them the way to be great is to serve.
Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front
of them an actual flesh-and-blood child. We
are called to welcome the particular
children God puts in front of us, to make
room for them in daily interaction, and to
give them a place of honor in the assembly.

September 27, Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost

Someone is casting out demons in Jesus’
name who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle,
and the disciples want him stopped. They
appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses
about the elders who prophesied without
official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus
refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus
welcomes good being done in his name,
even when it is not under his control. The
circle we form around Jesus’ word must be
able to value good being done in ways we
wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs
on.

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
BEGINS

SEPTEMBER 13
8:15 & 10:30 a.m.
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Council UCouncil UCouncil UCouncil UCouncil Updatpdatpdatpdatpdateeeee LCOS MISSION STATEMENT
+ Share God's Word

+ Serve Community
+ Grow in Faith

VISION STATEMENT
To continue to grow spiritually and

physically as a community of faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ and to make a
difference in the larger community.

Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Rev. Gary Eichhorn, Pastor
Terri Balsom, Office Manager
Don Hartman, Treasurer
Don Anstaett, Financial Secretary
Ginger Minneman, Music Director
Rachel Spry Lammi, Family Ministries

Coordinator, Organist
Celeste Hoerner, Youth Ministry Coordinator,

Children’s Choir
Joe Beal, Sonshine Choir
Richard Freudenberger, Handbell Choir
Jim Worley, Council President
Rev. Robert A. Willauer, Pastor Emeritus

Our meeting was called to order, and
Pastor Eichhorn led a discussion on

chapter seven, the final chapter in The
Corporate Person.  Pastor Eichhorn then gave
the opening prayer and our meeting
continued.  We approved July minutes after
minor corrections and additions.  Our
Financial Secretary, Don Anstaett, reviewed
his report and noted that we are running a
$23,000 deficit so far this year and our
congregational giving is down $16,000 YTD.
The good news is that our expenses have
decreased compared to last year.  Don
Hartman gave his treasurers’ report and
explained how Fifth-Third Bank made a
money transfer mistake which caused the
church to send out a few bad checks.  The
council agreed that this is unacceptable and
we are working on this matter.  We are also
looking into options of moving our funds to
a different banking institution.  We will, of
course, keep the church informed.  Our
Strategic Planning group has changed our
mission  statement.   The council would
appreciate any questions or comments on
the mission statement change.  We are now
working on a new vision statement.  Our
Property Committee is searching for a new
chairman.  Steve Harper is our spokes-
person for this committee and will be happy
to speak with anyone interested.  Also,
there is a list of projects (small and large) in
which we are asking for church volunteers
to help us accomplish these tasks. Thank
you, and we will see you at church.

Jim Worley

CONFIRMATION MINISTRY
Our confirmation ministry program, which

begins this month, will include both
monthly events with congregations in the
cluster, as well as a monthly study session
for our youth at LCOS. We kick off the year
with a cookout picnic on Sunday, September
27, at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
Washington Court House, with activities led
by Lutheran Memorial Camp staff. If you are
interested in learning more about
confirmation ministry, check out a brochure
in the narthex, or contact Pastor Eichhorn.
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SEPTEMBER EVENT
On September 2, we will meet at 5:30

p.m. for dinner (on your own) at Mimi’s
Café at The Greene in Beavercreek.
Following dinner we will journey to the
Fraze where at 7:30 p.m. we will enjoy the
Kettering Civic Band free concert. Deadline
for dinner reservations is Sunday, August
30. Please sign up on the poster in the
narthex.

Questions?  Call Dawsons at 438-3339.

ministry in which we’ve been called to
participate. We began by taking an
extensive inventory of all the ministry
activities we currently offer to determine
what is important to us, and took note of
what were missing that we felt were
needed. From this exhaustive exercise, we
crafted a set of core values, those things for
which, by our ministries, we are willing to
“go to the mat for”, those things which
define us as a community of faith, and with
the elimination of one or more would cause
us to cease to exist. We see the core values
of LCOS as:

1. This is God’s Church and God’s mission,
based on the Bible as God’s Word.

2. Collective worship of God as a Community
of faith is essential to our life, individually and
with one another.

3. All persons are gifted by the Holy Spirit and
are called to share their best gifts in ministry;
lay leadership is key to our planned and
intentional ministry.

4. Outreach and hospitality are vital to this
community of faith.

We then set our sights on revisiting our
mission statement. Succinctly, a mission
statement explains why we exist, and
should be short enough for every member
to know and share with those outside our
doors. Again, relying on the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, we see the mission of LCOS as:

+++++ Share God’s Word
+++++ Serve Community
+++++ Grow in Faith

Currently, we are working on a strategic
Vision Statement, designed to help us
determine how God wants us to live out the

above mission. One of the benchmarks we
used for this process was to ask, “in 2014 (5
years from now), what does LCOS look
like?” We also looked at this from the
standpoint of relevancy – how can what we
do and who we are be relevant in the lives
of our members and the community at
large? A first draft of this statement was
completed in August, which reads,

“We are a growing, diverse congregation
actively sharing God’s blessings in the world
community.”

We define “diverse” in terms of size
(numbers), ethnicity, programming, age,
religious backgrounds, economic
backgrounds, etc.

As we move through this process, the
council invites your feedback. Equally
important, the council asks for your prayers,
your continued participation in ministry,
and your willingness to grow in faith where
God has “planted you” – here in this place
we call Lutheran Church of Our Savior.

In Christ’s peace,
Gary

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
(Continued from page 1)



- 5 -

STAFF EMAIL
• GARY - gwe@oursaviordayton.org
• TERRI - teb@oursaviordayton.org
• DON H. - hartmansandon@sbcglobal.net
• DON A. - jfanstaett@sbcglobal.net
• GINGER - dminneman@woh.rr.com
• RACHEL - ras@oursaviordayton.org
• CELESTE - CMZimmer38@aol.com
• ELIZABETH - musicmusic@woh.rr.com
• DICK - ralbf@aol.com

OFFICE HOURS (Mon. - Fri.):
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon / 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
It’s time to start planning the 2009

Christmas Eve Pageant.  If you have interest
in helping or participating, please contact
Rachel Lammi.

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES
Watch the bulletin, website and weekly

email updates for dates, times and places.

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL

As summer ends, it is time to get ready
 for Sunday School!  This year, our

theme comes from Colossians 3:16 - Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs to God. We can let the
word of Christ dwell in us richly by delving
into the Bible and using its words to guide
our prayers and thoughts and decisions.
Make Sunday School a part of your life, and
your child’s life this year, so that you grow in
your knowledge of God’s Word. Open your
heart, open your thoughts, and let God find
room to dwell in you!

Teacher Training Tuesday, September 1 at
6:00 p.m. Dinner / 6:30 p.m. meeting

SPARK is the new Bible Based curriculum
from Augsburg Fortress we begin using this
fall for age 2 through grade 6.

Rally Day - September 13
All students age 2 through grade 6 receive

new SPARK Bibles during worship. Come at
9:30 a.m. to meet your teachers, play games
and sing songs.

September 20 will be a group event with all
grades together in the Blue Room.  This is
because many will be at the Holy Terrors
campout that weekend.  Adult classes will
meet as normal.

PROJECT BLESSING

On Wednesday, August 12, we served
lunch to 148 volunteers, guests and

children at St. Paul Lutheran Church. All the
food that was prepared was used.

Our helpers were Jack and Ruth Whitaker,
Jane Ross, Jeff and Audrey Doufel (Jane’s
daughter and son-in-law) and Margaret and
Jim Brown. All the help was greatly
appreciated.

The cupcake bakers were Sonia Davila,
Che Brewer-Coon, Phyllis Mayne, Karen
Tyson, Jan Wallace and Virginia Foell.

Thanks to all you helped!
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Hello all,

We had an action packed month in
August with the highlight being our

overnight Bike-A-Thon. It was a lot of fun
and very inspiring. Thanks to all who
helped keep the biking going for 24 hours.
We also cleaned out the Dungeon during
that weekend. It has been dusted, mopped
and de-cob webbed. We got rid of things
that had been accumulating, making it a
more pleasant place to hang out.

Well, summer is over and we are heading
back to school. In September
the youth group will be
kicking off their Pennies for

Peace drive. Please save
your pennies for our
collection which will run
through December. We
are trying to make an
impact for children on a

global scale. While a penny is virtually
worthless here, in impoverished countries a
penny buys a pencil and opens the door to
literacy. Our pennies will go to help educate
children in central Asia. Youth members,
and anyone else who would like one, will
be provided with a collection box in which
to collect pennies. In December we will add
them all up and see how much money we

have collected.
In September we will be having our youth

lunch on the FIRST Sunday in the month
which is the 6th. We will meet at Pizza Hut/
Taco Bell on Dorothy Lane at 11:30 a.m.
Please join us and bring all of your ideas for
fall activities. The more participation we
have, the richer our program will be. I want
to plan activities that you are interested in
so please come and share your ideas. Bring
a calendar so we can start scheduling.

Remember to email me with any volunteer
hours you have put in, either with the group
or on your own.

Celeste Hoerner
626-5351

DAYTON CONFERENCE
MISSION TRIP

October 4-10 is the date for the next
Dayton Conference Mission Trip, and

this year we are heading to the flood-
ravaged areas of northwest Indiana. We will
be staying in Lafayette, Indiana (about 3.5
hours from Dayton), and working in homes
in the surrounding counties. Work includes
drywalling, painting, and trim work. If rehab
work is not your thing, volunteers are also
needed to prepare meals. Transportation
will be by carpooling, and costs will be
minimal: gas and food. This mission trip is
open to youth and adults (ages 16 and
older). If you are interested in volunteering
for part or all of this event, 2 different forms
are available in the church office and
narthex that must be completed. For more
information, contact Terry Bruns (Dayton
Conference president) at 331-9440 or
terryobruns@verizon.net.
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When: September 18 - 20
Where: Dayton KOA campground (in Brookville)

(www.koa.com)
For: Holy Terrors families and friends,

as well as others in the congregation
Cost: $6/person per night, plus food

Grab your tents and make the quick drive up to Brookville, and enjoy God’s beautiful
creation, surprisingly nestled between Rt. 40 and I-70 (with none of the hassle of the
traffic)!

The campground has clean bathrooms with individual showers and toilet stalls; a full
kitchen that serves breakfast on weekends for those who don’t want to cook(!),
miniature golf, fishing and paddle boats, game room, bike rentals, hiking trails, and plenty
of great activities for all ages, including a children's carnival on Saturday, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Pastor Eichhorn (event coordinator) will lead outdoor worship on Sunday morning
at the campground, while a supply pastor leads worship back at the church. If you wish

to come up only for Sunday worship, the cost is $5/car
to enter the campground.

So, mark you calendars, call the church office (293-1147)
or email Pastor Eichhorn (gwe@oursaviordayton.org) to
reserve your spot in the group campsite. FIRM
reservations must be made by Wednesday,
September 16, with camp fee paid to the church.

CAMPING
TRIP
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September is one of those fun months
 that many of us look forward to each

year. It usually ushers in cooler days, fun &
food festivals, kids back in school and a hint
of fall color.  In addition, September often
features the beginning of many area walks
to benefit organizations and also heighten
awareness regarding specific diseases that
afflict many.  An added bonus is to
encourage us to get up and out of our
houses to get some activity.

No matter what your motivation for
getting involved in a walk, the Health
Ministry team encourages you to do so.
Many of us think that exercise must include
running, weight lifting or other aerobic
activity. Actually walking has been shown to
be a very beneficial activity that we don’t do
enough of on a daily basis.  Listed below are
web sites for just a few of the local
charities/walks upcoming.  We hope you will
consider being a part of one or more, either
for the fun of it or for walking in honor of
or in memory of a loved one who suffered
from a disease.

www.thewalkingsite.com Try this web site
if you are not familiar with a specific walk &
want to browse. The web site is very user
friendly. Click on “Events & Training” on the
left hand side for a link to many walks
including one for asthma, many cancer
walks & even the Jingle Bell run.

www.alz.org This web site provides
information on Alzheimers Disease. The

HEALTH
MINISTRY
NEWS

local Alzheimers Memory Walk in Dayton is
September 27 at Old River Park.  The walk
begins at 1:30 p.m.

www.alsa.org  This is the web site for
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (commonly
known as Lou Gehrigs Disease). Their walk
is at the Fairborn Community Park
September 20 at 10 a.m.

www.kidneywalk.org  The Kidney
foundation walk is October 18 at 9 a.m. at
Wegerzyn Garden MetroPark.

www.americanheart.org  Probably one of
the first organizations that developed the
concept of charity walks, the heart
association walk in Dayton this year will be
held on September 26 at 9 a.m. at Eastwood
MetroPark

www.jdrf.org The website for the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation, their walk is
held locally on October 3 at 9 a.m. at
Dayton’s Island MetroPark. This is a fun
walk and usually ends with pizza and other
fun foods!  Check it out this year!

Breast Cancer Walk - Saturday, October 17
at Dayton Dragons’ Fifth Third Field,
220 North Patterson Blvd, Dayton.
Registration and fun begin at 9 a.m.
The 5k walk starts at 10 a.m.

Bagels, fruit and water are provided after
the walk. Please check back here for parking
and route information, which will be
updated in early October.

The above are just a sampling of walks
this fall. Let us know if you have a favorite
walk you would like posted on our bulletin
board & we will be happy to do so.  Enjoy
your walk(s)!
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MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 21

FFFFFoundation Noundation Noundation Noundation Noundation Neeeeewwwwwsssss

TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF
OPERATING FUND STATUS

July 2009
Offerings (against budget): $32,607.30
Loan Payment (from savings): 3,426.03
Foundation (against budget): 0.00
Other collections (non-budget):

Social Ministry:  584.00
Memorials: 420.00
HVAC Project: 1,881.00
Special Projects 0.00

Expenses: $46,018.60
(Receipts - Expenses) $ -9,985.27

2009 Totals (as of August 18)
YTD collections (against budget):$230,939.97
Loan Payment (from savings): 23,982.21
Foundation (against budget): 91,792.22
YTD non-budget collections:

Social Ministry: 9,578.01
Memorials: 2,260.00
HVAC Project income: 22,717.00
Special Projects: 3,226.00
Foundation donation: 10,601.00

YTD Expenses:  $315,745.09
YTD Balance (rcpts-expenses):  $ 6,987.10
Current HVAC Loan $335,486.91

- Submitted by Don Hartman

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Below is a listing of people who have
 made donations to Lutheran Church

of Our Savior in memory of member-
disciples who have recently died. Their
donations go directly into our LCOS
Foundation, and are loving, creative ways in
which to remember friends and loved ones.

If, when you make a memorial donation, you
prefer that we do not print your name in the
newsletter, please indicate when you submit your
donation.

In memory of Robert Haman:
Ray & Joyce Strohminger
Randy & Janet Rhodes
Scott & Janice Harshman
Jack & Ruth Whitaker
Larry Ewald
Universal Technology Corp.
Campbell, Schock & Co.
Jim & Margaret Brown
Bettie Savage
Susan Harbaugh
Bill & Shirley Coen
Virginia Foell
National City Bank
Marion Schaefer
Donna Varner
Joel & Nancy Vanderglas
Karen Lingle

In memory of Dorothy Zinkiewicz:
Virginia Foell
Marion Schaefer
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Women Enthusiastically Living Christian Actions

MORE HEALTH MINISTRY NEWS
Do you have interest?
The Health Ministry team is considering

starting a walking club at the church. Five
laps around the building equals one mile. If
you would be interested in walking with
others regularly, please let us know what
days and times would work for you.

Do you enjoy playing Euchre?  The Health
Ministry team is considering a Euchre club.
Having fun with others is emotionally
beneficial.  If you have interest, please let
the team know what days and times would
work for you.

You can RSVP about the walking club or
Euchre club to Rachel Lammi (293-1147 or
ras@oursaviordayton.org).

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS
Will be taken after all worship services on

September 12 & 13.

September, the end of Summer, the
 beginning of Autumn. The end of air

conditioning (maybe) and the beginning
again of committee meetings, school
homework, music lessons, Scouts, choir and
maybe ballet! Our WELCA small groups will
start right off with the Monday afternoon
group meeting on TUESDAY, September 1 at
Benhams for lunch at 11:30 a.m. Want to
join them? Call Karen Tyson, 434-4645. The
other two groups meet on the second
Wednesday of the month in the morning
and on the third Wednesday in the evening.
We want every woman member of our
church to feel welcome at any of our
gatherings. We welcome ideas to form new
groups ... a book, sewing, knitting, craft,
cooking or a decorators group, or a time to
just talk, meditate. To share our faith
thoughts with each other, no matter what
age could be a precious experience. Let us
know if you have a suggestion and better
yet, will step forward and be the leader! We
have a priceless source of women.

Although the deadline is past, they can
always take the one day registrations for the
Southern Ohio Synod Women of the ELCA.
Saturday and Sunday, September 26, 27 at
the Conference Center at Northpoint,
Columbus, Ohio. Call me, 298-6339.

This years’ WELCA directory is available
now. There are extra copies in the WELCA
cubby hole in the narthex information
center. It will tell you the dates of our
meetings plus where, so feel free to pick
one up.

Also in WELCA’S cubby hole are extra
copies of the Lutheran Woman Today
magazine ... please help yourself. It is good
to read about what other Lutheran women
are doing.

The cover of the September issue of
Lutheran Woman Today reminded me of a line
I once read. The cover shows a small child
who is trying to master the act of crawling
and is looking ahead at encouraging hands
reaching out. The words I remember are “A
friend is someone who reaches for your
hand, but touches your heart.”

See you in church, (check time change)
Shirley Coen
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RRRRRemember in Premember in Premember in Premember in Premember in Praaaaayyyyyererererer
When we pray for others, we lift them to God, seeking God’s grace and blessing in their individual

situations. When we ask others to pray for us, we honor them with our trust.

MEMBERS
Judith Ault
Don Cox
Al & Helen Davis
Nancy Freudenberger
Harley Homan

FAMILY & FRIENDS
Arnie, friend of Linda Welin
Barbara Brandner, David and Carol Meckstroth's cousin
Elizabeth Bruns, Terry's mother
Capt. Mark Cipolla, Pat and Sharon Griffy’s son-in-law, in Iraq
Caelan Guthrie, grandson of Cap and Nancy Phillips
Gary and Cindy Hogman, friends of Elizabeth Beal
Chuck Jacobs, friend of Phyllis and Bob Mayne
Jay Kost, Gary and Beth's son, in Iraq
Lew Mann, friend of Bob and Phyllis Mayne
Collette McFarland, Shawn’s mom
Ferne Neeb, Pastor Bob’s wife
Bevy Jo Parker, co-worker of Kim Buechele
Diane Reke, Kim Buechele's sister-in-law

Mary Helen Lecklider
Michael & Sue Longo
Lucille Loudenslager
Phyllis Mayne

Loren Metzler
Pastor Robert Neeb
Hema Rajaratnam
Doris Schmidt

FAMILY OF THE MONTH
Gary and Beth Kost


